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KUAI,A l,UMlYllI:  Prime
Min i s t e r  Datuk Scri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad
urged  Muslims yesterday
to ‘reawaken” their inter-
cst in science  and tech-
nology so they could
progress a n d  compclc
with the rest of the world.

O v e r  the years,  Dr
Mahathir said that Mus-
lims had forgotten they
had once been masters in
the fields of physics,
medicine and algchra and
thought that such knowl-
edge had been developed
by.Westerners.  _

“Earlv Muslims studied
science:  developed new
technologies and as a

result of thiy tiefi pie-
grcssed.  13ut  o v e r  t h e
years there was a move-
ment that such knowl-
edge was irrelevant to
Islam.

“Islamic knowledge
came lo principally con-
note Islamic laws, and
because of this, Muslims
gradually lost their
knowledge and skills in
the scie&es,” Dr Maha-
thir said’at the launch of
the Luqkatii  Intematio-
na2 Islamic Science and
Tccnology  Exhibition and
Conference (Listec ‘98)
lasl night.

1,istec  ‘98, which will be
held from Ott 8 to 15 in
Langkawi, will focvs on
the relationship between

‘I%amic  and nonIslamic
business communities in
the science and technolo-
gy field.

“I hope this exhibition
goes some way in clear-
ing the misunderstanding
that science is not Islamic
and is secular as I am
a’fraid  relieion will suffer
if Muslims have no mas-
tery over this so-called
secular subject,” said Dr
Mahathir.

He added that knowl-
edge s h o u l d  n o t  b e
restricted. to the study of
the Ouran but include the
world around as ,  the
streams, rivers, and rain,
“as they form part of sci-
ence.”
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Earlier, Kedah Mentri
Besar Tan Sri Sanusi
Junid, said the event was
important “not just
because it was being held
in Langkawi but because
it served to bring Muslim
and non-Muslim entre-
prenuers, businessmen
and manufacturers to-
gether by developing
smart partnerships bet-
ween them.”

Listec ‘98, the first
exhibition and seminar of
its kind, is jointly organ-
ised by the Langkawi
Accommodation for
Visiting Academics, In-
stitute of Islamic Under-
standing of Malaysia and
Eeman Consult (M) Sdn
BHd.
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