
Chua: Viagra may_, A 
cause rise in STD 5 \ 
PKTAI,ING ,JAYA: There 
is a possibility of increase 
in sexually transmitted 
discascs (S’I’J)) and IIIV 
(human immunodeficien- 
cy virus) infection among 
the elderlv with the avail- 
ability of- vlagra pills in 
the market. 318 -1. 78 

114th Minister Datuk 
Chua .lui Meng who is- 
sued the warning yester- 
day said this possibility 
was taken into consider- 
ation In the ministry’s 
study on the pills which 
were used to treat im- 
potency. 

Chua said If viagra was 
registered, the criteria to 
qualify for a prescription 
would be up to the “pro- 
rcssional ,iudgment” of 
doctors. 

‘11 IS up lo doctors to 
prcscrrhe 11, an ethicai 
manner, he told reports 
crs after presenting di- 
plomas ano certificates to 
15X IIU~SCS t’rom the As 

sunta Hospital’s Tun Tan 
Cheng Lock Nursing Col- 
lege here yesterday. 

Chua said he agreed 
with Prime Minis& Da- 
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo- 
hamad who said that 
there might be a rise in 
sexual crimes by elderly 
men with the availability 
of viagra. 

Chua said the ministry 
has not decided when via- 
Era would he made avail- 
able locally though i! was 
now at the third phase of 
evaluation by specialists. 

Evaluation was expect- 
ed to be complete by end 
of the year, he said. 

(‘hua said the mimstry 
wouid set a lower selling 
price for viagra to make 
it affordable if it was ap- 
proved for prescriptron. 

On whether vlagra 
cvc~uld he available in gov 
Lrt’nient :iospitais, ton, 
thla Saud it was vet to be 
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