PM: Non-Asians, will be
new masters of region’

By LIM CHYE KHIM

TOKYO: There is not go-
ing to be much of a future
for Asia, at least a future
that is distinctly Asian,
according to Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad.

This is the scenario the
prime minister sees in a
globalised and deregulat-
ed world dominated by
the ri¢h and powerful.

“In the globalised de-
regulated world, the fu-
ture of Asia will be so
closely #ntertwined with
that of the rest of the
world that it cannot be
distinguished from™the
world's future,” he said
yesterday.

“Asian countries will
prosper again, but not as
Asian countries. Their
economies will be domi-
nated and run by huge
foreign corporations,
practically all owned and
managed by non-Asians,”
he said at the internation-
al conference on the Fu-
ture of Asia organised by
the Nihon Keizai Shimbun
(Nikkei).

“South-East Asia would
provide a base for the
production of 10 low-Cost
products to compete with
those of certain large

Asian economies which
refuse to be controlléd. In
the end, these countries
too will give in,” he add-
ed.

But, he said, the people
would resent those outsid-
ers who would “lord it
over” them once again
and sooner rather than
later would think of re-
gaining control of their
economies and show their
feelings in many ways.

“They will regard this
as a new war of libera-
tion; even if they want to
avoid violence, violence
must come as the new
capitalists disregard the
signs.

“There will be no war
of independence, of
course.

“But there will be a
kind of guerilla war
which will not be good for
anyone,” he added.

However, he envisaged
that all this might not oc-
cur if the new capitalists
were restrained.

“Maybe Asia will extri-
cate itself from the pre-
sent situation intact. May-
be the healthy economic
competition between
Asia, Europe and America
will be restored.”

But, he added, the new

capitalists would not want
to miss the opportunity to
dominate the world and
make lots of money in the
process.

“Only if their own coun-
tries restrain them will
the future of the world, of
which Asia is a part, be
peaceful and prosper-
ous,” he said.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir
said that while previously
it was easy to predict the
future of Asia based on
growth figures, it was not
so nowadays because in
the space of a few months
Asian countries had
shown that under pres-
sure they could all col-
lapse and become beg-
gars.

He pointed out that ex-
ploitation of-the poor and
the weak continued to
prevail in different forms
and questioned the si-
lence of human rights ex-
ponents on this matter.

“Today, it is not the ex-
ploitation of local labour
that is the focus of the
new capitalists.. It is the
exploitation of the poor
countries worldwide that
promises unlimited gains.

“Hence the push for de-
regulation and globalisa-
tion,"” he added.
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