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Adequat e rubberwood to neet |ocal demand, says Hi shanmuddin

Fadzi| Gnazali
MALAYSI A has enough rubberwood to neet the demand of |ocal industries
hence an export ban on the commpdity at present i s unnecessary.

Deputy Primary I ndustries M nister Datuk H shanuddi n Hussein said
measures initiated by the mnistry, such as pronoting rubber forest
pl antati ons and the use of new cl ones anong smal | hol ders and estate owners
wi Il further ensure adequate rubberwood supply in the country.

He said this in reply to a question by Jimy Donald (BN-Sri Anman).

On possible deterioration in interest towards the rubber sector
followi ng the strong performance of the palmoil industry, Hi sharmuddin
said he is confident that the rubber industry will continue to be one of
the key sectors in Malaysia's primary industries.

* MALAYSI A renai ns an attractive i nvestment destination to foreign
investors with a long-termvi ew despite the current regional economc
probl ens, Deputy Prinme M nister and Finance M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi msai d.

In his witten reply to a question by Kamaruddi n Ahmad (BN Arau), he
said existing investors like the nultinational conpani es have given their
commtnent that they will increase their investnents in the country.

To a suppl enentary question by Kamaruddin on the quick di sposal of
shares on the Kual a Lunmpur Stock Exchange, Anwar said the Governnent has
no plans to inpose conditions to prevent such an activity.

"To introduce regulation to reduce such an activity is not the best
solution to strengthen the country's econony ... Qur efforts are nore
focus on mai ntaining a sustai nabl e growh, strengthening the econom ¢
fundanentals and stabilising the ringgit," he added.

O her measures include inproving Mal aysia's export conpetitiveness,
reduci ng i nport and pronoting the use of |ocal goods anmong Mal aysi ans.

* MALAYSI A's existing railway systemhas resulted in the country's
expenditure in the proposed trans-Asian Railway project, |inking Singapore
up to Kunming in China, to be mnimal.

Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said: "There is no extra
cost for Malaysia in this project as all railway lines in the country have
al ready been conpl eted.”

Replying to a question by Lim Siang Chai (BN Petaling Jaya Sel atan), he
al so sai d the on-goi ng engi neering study on the construction of the trans-
Asian Railway line is expected to be conpl eted next nonth.

Mal aysi a has been given the nandate to coordinate the inplenmentation of
the multi-billion ringgit project that will establish railway |ines
passi ng t hrough the Mekong Basi n.

Dr Ling said the Governnment has allocated RM nillion for the
expenditure in conducting feasibility studies on the project, while a
private consortiumhas volunteered RMB mllion for the sane purpose.

KTM Bhd has been appoi nted as proj ect nmanager, while KL Consult of
Mal aysi a has been named as head consul tant by the consortium

Dr Ling said the trans-Asian Railway project was nooted by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, and it was approved by the Asean
heads of governnents at the 5th Association of South-East Asian Nations
Sunmit Meeting in Bangkok on Decenber 15, 1995.

* COME January 1 next year, packaged goods will carry a reconmended
retail price |abel, Deputy Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs M nister
Dat uk S. Subranmani am sai d.



Replying to a question by Wng Kam Hoong (BN-Bayan Baru), he said
manuf acturers and the related i ndustries have agreed to this dateline.
Subramani am said the price labelling will prevent retailers fromfixing
the prices of goods according to their whins and fancies.
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