03/ 10/ 1998
Ahrmad Zahi d resigns as Umo Youth chief (HL)

Sa' odah Elias

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Datuk Ahrmad Zahi d Hami di today resigned as Umo Youth
head but pledged to help the novenent and the party in explaining to
menbers the i ssues surroundi ng the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim
fromthe Cabinet and Umo.

Zahid said he sent his resignation letter to party president Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on Sept 29, followed by another yesterday to confirm
that his decision to resign fromthe post was final

In an al nost i medi ate reaction, Umo secretary-general Datuk
Sabbar uddi n Chi k said Zahid would | ose his seat in the suprene council

He said this was because Zahid's position in the suprene council was by
virtue of his position as Umo Youth head. As such, he was automatically
di squalified upon his resignation

He said Zahid's position in the suprene council would be taken over by
hi s deputy Dat uk H shamruddi n Hussei n.

In today's Utusan Mal aysia, Zahid said he would not resign fromhis post
as Umo Youth head.

He was reported as saying that he would continue the party's agenda of
struggle and unity.

Zahi d, who is Bagan Datoh MP and division chief, said at a 10-ninute
Press conference at the Umo headquarters he nmade the decision to resign
as Umo Youth head "voluntarily for the good of the novenent".

"I'n maki ng the decision | was neither pressured by anyone at the Umo
Yout h Exco, State, division or branch | evels, nor by the nenorandum sent
by the Exco to the suprenme council which questioned the credibility of ny
| eader shi p.

"l made the decision solely based on the realisation that this is for
t he good of Ummo Yout h.

"This | viewas ny last sacrifice for Umo Youth because as a
responsi bl e | eader | believe that this is the right thing to do, although
| amstill convinced that the process of denocracy shoul d have been the
basis in determning ny position," he told the packed Press conference.

Zahi d said he woul d now concentrate on efforts to help Umo Youth and
the party explain to the peopl e about the sacking of Anwar fromthe
Governnent and his expul sion fromthe party.

He al so asked for forgiveness fromall Umo Youth Exco nmenbers and its
| eaders at the State, division and branch levels but reiterated that he
had never at any time been involved in Anwar's reformati on novenent, his
roadshow or the anti-Governnent denonstrations.

"Now that | have resigned, | hope Umo Youth |eaders at all |evels can
forgive me if ny actions and statenents while in office were not in line
with their aspirations or have caused uneasi ness anong them" he said,
addi ng that he was thankful for the full cooperation extended to him
during his tenure as the novenent's head.

He urged themto extend the sane cooperation and support to H shamuddin
who woul d be the acting Umo Youth chief until the next election schedul ed
for next year.

Zahi d, who was rel eased on Tuesday after being detai ned under Section
731 of the Internal Security Act, also thanked the police for their
professionalismin their treatment of himwhile in detention

He said he was "treated very well" while in detention and the police
only wanted to know if he had been involved in instigating Umo Youth



menbers to take part in anti-Government activities.

He said he did not suffer any harsh treatnent or abuse, either verbally
or physically, while in detention.

Zahid refused to entertain any question after the Press conference and
left imediately after naking his statenents. He al so did not reply when
asked about his other posts related to his position as Umo Youth head,

i ncludi ng the chairmanshi p of Bank Si npanan Nasi onal .
( END)
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