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A clarion call for patience and unity

Chong Set Son; Lim Lean Seng

| POH, Sun. - Malaysia' s econony will cone out unscathed under the present
Bari san Nasi onal |eadership of Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, if the
peopl e remai n pati ent and united.

"We shoul d rest assured that Dr Mahathir and his Cabinet is on top of
things and the situation is easing," said forner Foreign Mnister Tan Sri
CGhazali Shafie in a keynote address at a national semnar entitled
"Covernment Austerity Audit: Its Scope and Role in Building a Strong and
Vi brant Ml aysi a. "

"The Governnent has many ideas. Let us be nore united and wait with
pati ence. We nust pray that we conme out of this economc crisis
unscat hed. "

"This is the tine for greater deternination to stand together and not to
weaken oursel ves by (mutual) recrimninations. Any upsetting of the apple
cart would bring instability.

"Wthout stability, how can we face the present econonic crisis, let
al one fulfil our Vision 2020?"

Chazali said a society which practises the free narket systemis al ways
subj ect to probl ens.

"If we accept the theory, that a free narket systemis crisis-prone,
then we shoul d al ways be ready and never be conmplacent, firstly to avoid
the crisis and if the crisis cannot be prevented, then we nust be prepared
with ideas and the people to manage it."

Chazali said if Ml aysia achieved its goal of being devel oped, it would
stand to be an economic threat to devel oped nations, particularly if it
becane the rol e nodel for other devel opi ng nations.

"Ml aysi a, under the current |eadership of Dr Mahathir, is being
directed towards industrialisation based on communitarian ethical val ues,"
he sai d.

"WEi sm and not |ismshould be the order of the day," he said. "The
driving force of Mal aysia's devel opnent progranme is not desire or greed
but need.”

"I'n this respect, there should always be an “austerity audit.' Not only
during hard tinmes, economnically-speaking. It should be | egally-
constituted. ™

He rem nded the audi ence of 500 not to forget that Ml aysia practised
denocracy with a Parlianment whose nenbers were duly and fairly el ected by
the people fromtime to tine according to | aw.

"W, the people, have spoken. And if there was any grievance felt by a
section of the people, for the nonent, the redressal on renedi al neasures
shoul d only be through the nechani smof Parlianent," he said.

"Any other way to bring about awareness such as pressure group action,
denonstration, noisy revolution or using such words as " Peopl e Power,'
woul d be unconstitutional and frowned upon by our people who are whol ly-
devoted to peace and stability."
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