31/ 01/ 1998

A day of joy and optimism

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Ml aysians celebrated Hari Raya Aidilfitri today in a
joyous nood, filled with solidarity and optim smdespite the economc
si tuati on.

They thronged open house held by relatives, friends and national and
State | eaders.

Thousands of people - Miuslinms and non-Mislins, |ocals and foreigners -
flocked to Seri Perdana to personally wi sh "Sel amat Hari Raya" to Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and his fanmily

Sim | ar scenes were repeated on a snaller scal e nati onw de.

A | ong queue of well-w shers had forned | ong before the gates opened at
10am and were personally greeted by Dr Mahathir and his wife, Datin Seri
Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali.

Later, the crowd - including Cabinet Mnisters, foreign dignitaries and
others - was treated to festive dishes such as ketupat, |emang and rendang
and cakes such as kui h |l apis and cooki es.

Yang Di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar and Raj a Pernai suri Tuanku Naji hah
earlier perforned the Aidilfitri prayers at the National Msque
acconpani ed by Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasnmah

Al so present for the prayers were Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim Cabi net Mnisters and prom nent busi nessnen.

The King and Queen later received a host of dignitaries at a reception
at |stana Negara.

The 300-over guests included Cabinet mnisters, forner ninisters and
anbassadors and hi gh conmi ssi oners.

They were treated to a feast of Hari Raya delicacies including rendang
and traditional cakes.

Romani an Anbassador Eugen Popa, who was with his wi fe Anca Maria Monica,
sai d:

"It is always an honour and pleasure to be invited by Hs Majesty to
cel ebrate the joyous occasion of Hari Raya."

After the reception, the King and Queen presented duit raya and goodi es
to about 250 pal ace staff.

In the afternoon, Anwar and his wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan | smai
hel d their open house at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

In Klang, the Raja Muda of Sel angor, Tengku ldris Shah who is the acting
Sul tan and menbers of the royal famly also had their hands full

They entertai ned nmenbers of the public who visited Bukit Kayangan in
Shah Alamto extend their greetings and well w shes.

Peopl e al so gathered at Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Omar's
of ficial residence in Bukit Megawati to extend their greetings.

I n Serenban, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhanmad | sa Abdul Sarmad and his wife,
Puan Seri Hazi zah Tumi n played host to nore than 3,000 guests who turned
up at their official residence in Jalan Tasik from10amto noon.

In I poh, Perak Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib and his wife, Raja
Puan Sri Noora Ashi kin Raja Abdull ah, entertai ned hundreds of peopl e who
dropped in at his official residence.

The Menteri Besar |later hosted a tea party which was graced by Sultan
Azl an Shah and the Raja Pernai suri Perak Tuanku Bai nun.

In Johor Baru, Hari Raya was cel ebrated noderately conpared to previous
years.

The norning, which was marked by a cool shower, saw the Sultan of Johor



Sul tan | skandar | eading a congregati on of 3,000 worshippers at the Sultan
Abu Bakar Mbdsque.

Al so present were the Tunku Mahkota of Johor Tunku I brahimlsmail, the
Tunku Bendahara, nenbers of the State Executive Council and heads of
Gover nnent departnments

The Sultan rem nded the rakyat to |live prudently, to guard agai nst
frivol ous spending and to avoid wastage in view of the present economc
si tuati on.

The Sultan and Sul t anah Zanari ah | ater hosted an open house for the
public at the Istana Besar while Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman
and his wife Datin Professor Dr Jamilah Ariffin played host to nore than
4,000 people at their open house.

I n Kual a Terengganu, hundreds of people thronged the official residence
of Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mokhtar Ahmad at Seri Iman for their open
house.

They arrived after prayers as early as 9am to wait for the arrival of
Wan Mokhtar and his wi fe Toh Puan Asi ahton Fadl ul | ah Suhaim, who earlier
had an audi ence with the Sultan of Terengganu at |stana Badari ah.

In Kota Baru, the Sultan of Kelantan and Tengku Mahkota j oi ned hundreds
of people for prayers at the Masjid Mihamadi

After prayers, the Sultan and the Tengku Mahkota nmet the people to offer
Hari Raya greetings while Menteri Besar Datuk Ni k Abdul Aziz Nk Mat |ed
the prayer congregati on at Kanpung Pul au Mel aka nosque.

In Kota Kinabalu, Hari Raya was cel ebrated on a noderate scale with nmany
taking the opportunity to visit famly and friends.

Yang di - Pertua Negri Tun Sakaran Dandai joined other Muslinms for prayers
at the State nobsque in Senbul an, near here.

Many, including VIPs and other State dignitaries also visited Sakaran
and his w fe Toh Puan Rukai yah Panglima Abdullah at their official
residence in | stana Road.

Later in the afternoon, Land and Cooperative Devel opment M ni ster Datuk
OGsu Sukam hosted an open house at his Likas residence.

I n Kuchi ng, Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Ahmad Zai di Adruce entertai ned
Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud, State Cabinet M nisters and
busi ness | eaders at the Astana on the first day of Hari Raya.

He will entertain the public there tonorrow.

Hundreds of people, also turned up at the State Indoor Stadi umwhere the
Chief Mnister and his wife Puan Sri Laila held their open house.

The other mnisters who hel d open house today were M nister of
I ndustrial Devel opnent Datuk Abang Johari Tun Openg, M nister of
Agricul ture and Food I ndustries Datuk Adenan Satemand Mnister in the
Prime M nister's Departnent Datuk Abang Abu Bakar Mistapha.

In Penang, the cel ebrations were rather | ow key both at houses of VIPs
and ot her Musli ns.

Leading the way in the celebration were Foreign M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi , Deputy Chi ef M nister Datuk Mohd Shariff Omar and
Deputy Mnister in the Prinme Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr | brahi m Saad

Abdul I ah and his w fe Endon Mahnmood pl ayed host in their kanpung house
to Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon and his w fe Puan Sri Chui Kah
Peng, State Executive Councillors and villagers who canme fromall parts of
the State to wish themwelI.

In Alor Star, neither the heat nor the dysfunctional traffic lights
st opped fol ks fromenjoying Hari Raya.

Hundreds al so thronged open houses including at Menteri Besar Tan Sri
Sanusi Junid 's official residence in Mental oon to savour a spread of roti
canai, satay, |aksa and cakes.

The Sultan of Kedah al so held an open house at the Anak Bukit pal ace



after norning prayers with Sanusi, exco nenbers and State assenbl ynen at
the Masjid Zahir.

In Mal acca, about 3,000 Muslins joined the Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Syed
Ahmad Shahabuddin for prayers in the State nosque, Masjid Al-Azimthis
nor ni ng.

Present were Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar Isnin and several State
Assenbl ymen.

After the prayers, many took the opportunity to extend their festive
greetings to Syed Ahmad and other State | eaders.
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