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A di splay of single-mnded purpose

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Thousands of Conmonweal th Ganes 98 vol unteers
gathered at the Mnes Exhibition Hall early today to hear Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad deliver his address.

They canme fromall over the country, some with the whole famly in tow
Wavi ng fl ags and banners, they were fromall walks of life but every
singl e one of themhad the same mission - to nake the Ganes an event the

nation can be proud of.

"I amready to do whatever | can for the Ganes," said volunteer S
Ponnudurai, who together with two other friends had vol unteered out of a
"l ove for the country and sports".

Ponnudurai, a technician, has been put in charge of cleanliness.

Azi zah Abdul Aziz brought her three-year-old daughter, Mazian Abu Bakar
so that the child could get a feel of the spirit of camaraderie shared by
vol unt eer s.

"She was so excited that she woke up on her own this norning," Azizah
sai d, | aughing.

Uni versiti Kebangsaan Mal aysia student Loh Mei Fun vol unt eered because
she felt it would be a | earni ng experience.

"And | have net so nmany people during the course of activities organised
for us ... we have becone very good friends," said Loh, who brought her
husband along to hear the Prime Mnister's address.

Dr Mahathir al so | aunched the Kual a Lunmpur 98 Souvenir Card and
vol unt eers' apparel today. Both received trenendous response fromthe
vol unt eers.

The apparel for volunteers is specially designed by Pro-specs. Each
volunteer will receive T-shirts, a track suit, sports shoes and a bag.

A booth was set up by Pro-specs outside the hall to show volunteers the
various types of apparel.

A poster expl aining the neaning of the design and col ours was al so put

up.
The colours on the T-shirt and track suit - red, blue, yellow, green and
purple - denotes the section a volunteer will be working under.

Zai nol Ekhwan, one of the designers, said the patterns on the T-shirts
and tracksuits were based on the butterfly.

"The Ganes are like a butterfly. We are seeing it through stage by
stage, fromthe beginning until the end.

"The butterfly is the same as it goes through its life in stages.

"It starts off in a cocoon and | ater bl ossons into sonething beautiful."
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