21/ 11/ 1998
A- G studying official report on alleged assault of Anwar

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUVMPUR, Fri. - Attorney-General Tan Sri Mhtar Abdul |l ah has received
the report on the investigation into clains by Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
that he was assaulted while in police custody.

Di sclosing this today, Mhtar said he received the report yesterday from
the special teamforned to investigate the clains.

Anwar, 51, who is facing five charges of corrupt practices and five
counts of sodony, had cl ai med he was assaulted by the police while being
det ai ned under the Internal Security Act when he appeared in court on Sept
29.

Spotting a bruised |left eye, Anwar told the court he was punched and
sl apped by the police.

The former Deputy Prinme Mnister and Finance M nister, sacked on Sept 2
and expelled fromUmo the foll owi ng day, subsequently |odged a police
report the sane day.

Mohtar said the Attorney-Ceneral's Chanbers received the official report
yesterday fromthe special teamheaded by Mal acca Crimnal Investigation
Depart ment head, Assistant Commi ssioner Mat Zain | brahim

O her nmenbers of the teamincl uded senior police officers of the
Crimnal Investigation Departnent.

Mat Zain, 48, with 23 years of experience in the police force, was
seconded to the Federal police headquarters in Bukit Aman to carry out the
t ask.

The teamwas set up to ensure it was i ndependent and not connected with
t he Special Branch in any way.

Moht ar said he and senior officers fromthe prosecution departnment of
hi s Chanbers woul d now be "studyi ng and exani ni ng" the report.

"W will announce the next course of action soon."

Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who is al so Home
M nister, had said that if the investigation into Anwar's all egations
showed t he police had i ndeed harmed Anwar, action woul d be taken.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent would not tol erate any unlawful police
action.

However, he cautioned that it would be wong for anyone to put the blame
on the police for the alleged assault until after this had been carefully
det er m ned.

Two seni or consul tant specialists fromthe Kual a Lunmpur Hospital also
exam ned Anwar for his bruised eye.

They were Datuk Dr Kew Siang Tong who is attached to the Departnent of
Medi ci ne and Dat uk Dr Muhamad Borhan Tan, who is with the Institute of
Ort hopaedi ¢ and Traunat ol ogy.

Anwar is being held at the Sungai Bul oh prison since he was rel eased
from| SA detention on Cct 14.
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