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VWHEN Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad first unveiled the

bl ueprint for the anbitious Miltinmedia Super Corridor (MSC) in August
1996, sceptismgreeted him It'll crunble into dust, they said. Al in the
ai r, pooh-poohed ot hers.

Maybe the concept itself was too bold to be absorbed by the

uni magi nati ve m nd. But then, many cannot visualise cyber econony even as
we are fast heading towards a "wired" world where information econony is
based on the interconnections linking and re-linking mllions of users of
mllions of conputers.

Nevert hel ess, when Dr Mahathir presented the MSC to i nformation
technology (IT) and multimedia biggies fromSilicon Valley at California's
University of Stanford in February 1997, nmany were hooked. Even the king
of techies, Mcrosoft's Bill Gates, is enanmpbured by it.

That many were enticed by the concept - and willing to park their noney
in the MSC - shows that the allure of the MSCis not a fanciful notion. It
is, as oft-nmentioned by Dr Mahathir, “an exciting endeavour'. O, as
Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mdescribes it, "Malaysia's
gift to the world'

In a flash, the MSC has becone a buzzword. Yet, as nany a | ayman
conpl ai ns, people only have a vague notion of it, although they have a
clear understanding that it will propel the country into the IT Age. So,
what exactly is the MSC?

The MSC i s designed to provide four key elenents which will ultimtely

al so determne its success: top-class physical infrastructure with
intelligent cities within an attractive living environnment; the world's
best soft infrastructure in support of cyber |laws, policies and practices;
next - generati on tel econuni cati on networks with a five-gigabit

i nternational gateway; and a one-stop super shop, the Miultimedi a

Devel opnent Corporation (MDC) to facilitate participation and
part ner shi ps.

An imagi nary real mof Homer's gods? |If cyberspace cannot be visualised
think of MSC s physical structure as the one that traps the intelligent
hub into our terrestrial world. It is a length of greenfield corridor, 15
kms wi de and 50 kns [ ong, that starts fromthe Kuala Lunpur Gty
Centre/KLCC - itself an intelligent precinct, housing the world's tallest
buil dings - down south to the site of the region's |argest internationa
ai rport, the Kuala Lunmpur International Airport/KLIA

Then, there are the two smart cities which are currently being devel oped
inthe corridor. Firstly, Putrajaya - the new seat of government and

adm ni strative capital where the concept of electronic governnent will be
i ntroduced. Secondly, Cyberjaya - an intelligent city with multinmedia

i ndustries, research and devel opnent centres, a nultinedia university and
operational headquarters for nultinationals wishing to direct their
wor | dwi de nmanufacturing and trading activities using multinedia

t echnol ogy.

The MSC is ideally set to be a vehicle for attracting worl d-cl ass

technol ogy-1 ed conpani es to Mal aysi a, and devel opi ng | ocal industries. A
mul ti media Uopia offering a productive, intelligent environment within
which a mul tinmedi a val ue chai n of goods and services will be produced and
delivered across the globe. And nost inportantly, a test bed for

i nvention, research and ground- breaki ng mul ti medi a devel opnent s



spear headed by seven mul ti medi a applications.

A key factor that has attracted global attention to the MSCis the 10-
point Bill of Guarantees which reflects the governnent's conmm tnent to
this anbitious project. The Bill of Guarantees ensures MSC- status
conmpani es enjoy certain privileges (see box).

Anot her gl obal attention grabber is the MSC s | egislative framework and
supporting soft infrastructure in the formof the world-first cyber | aws.
The | egal and regul atory environment has three focal points; protecting
the rights of citizens, the interest of businesses and the integrity and
soundness of the flagship applications.

The new cyber |laws and cyber policies are at different stages of

enactrment and include the Digital Signatures Act to facilitate electronic
commerce in the areas of digital contracts, digital signatures, cyber
payrments and intell ectual property protection; the Computer Crinmes Act

whi ch ains to clearly define cyberfraud, unauthorised access,
interception, illegal use of conputers as crine and provi de special rights
of interception to | aw enforcenent agencies; the Copyright Arendnent Act
(to be enforced by the Mnistry of Domestic Trade and Consuner Affairs)
whi ch ainms to guarantee full copyright protection for multinedi a works;

t he Tel emedi ci ne Act which spells out who are the qualified personnel to
practise tel emedi cine and the associated legal liabilities for m sconduct;
and the El ectronic Governnent Act which will guide the inplenentation of
el ectronic government as a flagship application. A Miltinedia and

Conmmuni cation Act is also in place.

To top it all, an Asean Cyber Law Institute and Cyber Court of
Arbitration is also in the making. This will be the centre for drafting
future cyber laws within the gl obal cyber |Iaw franmework, and co-operating
wi th other Asean countries in devel oping a regional cyber |aw system The
flagship applications identified for the MSC makes it an ideal gl obal test
bed for nultinedia and I T devel opnent. (See table.)
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