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A good way to better appreciate the sinpler things inlife

Arfah Abdul I ah
FI RED by the need to serve, non-governmental organi sations have al ways
made thensel ves very accessible to the community.

Those who work specifically with and for wonen, have been instrunental
i n chanpi oni ng many wonen's i ssues.

Now, as the country grapples with an ailing econony, who better to
per suade housew ves to nmake prudent decisions on daily househol d spending,
than our network of wonen NGOs?

In recognition of this, the Association of the Wves of Mnisters and
Deputy M nisters (Bakti) organi sed a di al ogue between wonen's groups and
the Prime Mnister, titled "Whnen and the Current Econom c Situation”
hel d at the National Institute of Public Administration in Bukit Kiara on
Fri day.

During the dialogue, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad gave
a |l engthy explanation on the current econom c problens and clarified
i ssues which many were in the dark about.

Al t hough both the Prine Mnister and his audi ence were in agreement to
pursue the common cause of alleviating econom ¢ pain through cost-cutting
nmeasur es, the audi ence had different expectations. Naturally, sone wonen
| eft the two-and-a-half hour-1ong di al ogue somewhat di ssatisfied.

This was nostly because they entered the di al ogue, expecting a
conprehensive list of steps to be drawn up, rather than just be told that
they should formconsultative partnerships with their husbands in
househol d and i nvestment matters.

Wonen are undoubtedly the "guardi ans of donestic coffers”, yet sone felt
that the issues were relevant only to married wonen and did not take into
account single wonen, single nothers, nor the myriad other roles that
woren play in today's Ml aysi a.

However, the fact that the Prime Mnister did not propose a |list of
gui del i nes shoul d be appreciated. This indicates that he had enough
confidence in his audience to be able to grasp the conplexities of the
econormi ¢ situation

He decided not to tell themexactly what to do, but gave themthe whole
econom ¢ picture, |eaving the wonen thensel ves to nake their own deci sions
since they know best, the nature of their problens and that faced by their
conmuni ti es.

To answer the question of what | essons should be learned fromthis
econom ¢ experience, the Prine Mnister stressed the nost significant
| esson to be | earned, was "never to rely on anybody" besides learning to
mai ntai n discipline and knowi ng how to work together.

However, sonme felt that there were many i ssues which the audi ence coul d
have brought up during the dial ogue but did not.

For instance, when an econonic situation worsens, nmany know that wonen
are the nost vulnerable. In retrenchnent agendas, pregnant wonen are
usually the first to go. The elderly and sickly are sel dom spared. Men, on
the other hand, can still find jobs as drivers or office boys.

Lawyers feel that many will use the econom c situation as an excuse not
to pay alinony to their ex-wives nor provide for the famly - which has
al ready started to happen.

Sonme feel that women have to becone nore self-sufficient and | earn
simpl e plunbing and el ectrical jobs so that they will not have to pay
sonmeone el se to do the job



Al t hough sone see it as untinely to be setting up a business, maybe it
is tine that resources are pulled together to formviable ventures such as
a used baby goods centre.

Baby goods which are qui ckly outgrown, such as car-seats, toys, books
and even cl ot hes can be recycl ed.

Since everyone will be increasing their consunption of |ocal goods, this
gives anple incentive to | ocal producers to create good quality products
which will rival inports in cost.

This would be the first step in curbing the probl emof being too
dependent on "inported goods".

Al t hough tightening the belt on food is widely accepted as an i nportant
cost-cutting neasure, sorme wonen feel that nore inportantly, the canpaign
to reduce spending shoul d al so i nclude "accessories and non-essential s".

In a way, this situation is a good way of re-exam ning ourselves and our
priorities. Perhaps, we will conme to better appreciate the sinpler things
inlife.

( END)
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