21/ 02/ 1998
A Kadazandusun to be next CM of Sabah

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Joni st on Bangkuai

KOTA KI NABALU, Fri. - The next Chief Mnister of Sabah will be fromthe
Kadazandusun origin but not necessarily the current Deputy Chief Mnister,
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today.

The Prime M nister said under the 1994 State el ection prom se, the Sabah
Chief Mnistership would be on a two-year rotation anong Muslim
Bum putera, Chinese and a Kadazandusun.

"But it does not necessarily nmean it has to be the Deputy Chief
M nister," Dr Mahathir told reporters at the Kota Kinabal u I nternational
Airport before |l eaving for Kuala Lunmpur at the end of his two-day visit to
Sababh.

A non- MuslimBum putera candidate will replace Datuk Yong Teck Lee as
Chief M nister when his two-year termends on May 28.

Currently, there are three Deputy Chief Mnisters representing the three
mai n communi ties. They are Datuk Abdul Ghapur Salleh (Muislim Bum putera),
Dat uk Joseph Kurup (Non-Mislim Bum putera) and Dat uk Tham Nyi p Shen
( Chi nese).

Yong, who was then Deputy Chief Mnister replaced Datuk Salleh Said as
Chief Mnister when the former's termended in 1996.

Dr Mahat hir was asked whether the Deputy Chief Mnister (Kurup) woul d be
made Chief Mnister as Yong' s appointnment two years ago had set a
precedent for the Deputy Chief Mnister to be made Chief M nister.

He said the rotation of the Chief Mnisters was successful and the
systemwoul d be continued even after the next general election.

On whet her the ground in Sabah was "fertile" for the State election, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d:

"The ground is always fertile."

On his advice to Umo divisions and branches that contests for party
posts shoul d be avoided, Dr Mahathir, who is also party president said
Sabah Umo had responded well to his advice.

The Prime M nister nmet the Yang di - Pertua Sabah Tun Sakaran Dandai this
af t er noon.
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