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A rich | earning experience for both countries
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"HUNGARY is rich in National Days, we have at |east three," says Hungarian
Anbassador |stvan Debreceni with a | augh, while explaining the
significance of the celebration on March 15.

The first official National Day is Aug 20, which nmarks the date of
Hungary's first Christian King, Stephen, and the founding of the first
Hungari an St at e.

Hungary cel ebrates its 1,000th anniversary - or the Magyar M Il ennium -
in the year 2000.

March 15 marks the outbreak of the revolution of 1848. Hungary then was
fighting for its independence fromthe Habsburgs rule and the right of
sel f-determ nati on.

"Although it was unsuccessful, it was not totally usel ess.

"I't was for us the war for our independence, we wanted to nodernise, to
create a civil society and end feudalismin our country," says Debreceni

Finally, Cct 23 comenorates the proclamati on of the Republic of Hungary
in 1989.

"So, after nore than 100 years Hungary has managed to fulfil the goals
of the 1848 revolution and today we are celebrating the 150th anni versary
of the March 15th revolution," says the anbassador

Hungary, like many countries that have energed after the fall of the
Soviet Union, is changing froma centrally controlled econony to a market -
driven econony and i s consi dered one of the nbst successful.

The country is also re-integrating itself as a part of Europe. Hungary,
al ong with Poland and the Czech Republic have been invited to join Nato in
April next year, on the 50th anniversary of the formation of the alliance.

Hungary deci ded to hold a referendumon joining Nato | ast year, even
though this was not necessary according to its constitution nor was it
requi red by Nato.

More than 85 per cent of the votes backed the country's decision to join
Nato and all five opposition parties in the Parlianent al so backed the
menber shi p.

"The Hungari an peopl e have been fighting for independence for nany years
and we wanted the assurance that we can stabilise.

"The overwhelmng majority vote showed how i nportant our stability and
i ndependence is to our people," says Debreceni

This year, Hungary will begin talks with the European Union for its
entry into the grouping. The anbassador expects that this will happen
sonetime after the year 2000.

According to the anbassador, Hungary has worked very hard and conti nues
to work towards achieving the conditions of the EU nmenbership.

Their debt ratio to Gross Donmestic Product is 64 per cent and to qualify
for the EU it nust be 60 per cent. Hungary's current account deficit is
4.6 per cent and the EU all ows three per cent.

However, their inflation rate is at 18 per cent and it has to be bel ow
1.3 per cent to qualify.

"That is an area we have to work on. But after so nmany years of being
outsi de of Europe, Hungarians will work hard to join the EU because bei ng
a nenber of the EUis key to European integration," explains Debreceni

The anbassador says in the early years of independence fromthe Sovi et
Union, his country paid nore attention towards Europe and didn't realise
that it had to pay attention to other parts of the world.



It was Prinme Mnister Gyula Horn who deci ded that Southeast Asia was a
dynam ¢ and i nportant region and that Hungary should | earn nore about its
experi ences.

"Last year saw an increase in the already close and friendly rel ations
bet ween our two countries. There were three high-level contacts and they
have | aid the foundation for even closer ties," says Debreceni

Horn had visited Malaysia in April last year. During the visit an
agreenment of scientific and technol ogi cal co-operation was signed and a
menor andum of under st andi ng on nmutual co-operation on trade pronotion.

In May, the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' afar and the Raja Permai suri
Agong Tuanku Naji hah were on an official five-day visit to Hungary.

And in June, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad was in
Hungary for a two-day working visit.

During the visit, Dr Mahathir wi tnessed the signing of a nenorandum of
under st andi ng |i nking the Miultinedia Super Corridor and Hungary's | nfopark
RT.

"W are following up on all the agreenments and MoUs since then. In fact,
under the Science and Techonol ogy agreenent, sone are begi nning to be
i mpl emrented and the first project can be approved by the mddle of this
year," Debreceni says.

Trade between the two countries have been inproving in the past few
years, though not as rapidly as it could, says Debreceni. In 1997, total
trade amounted to US$127 million (RVbO8 nmillion). Malaysia's exports to
Hungary were US$116 million and inports were US$11 mllion.

"It is heavily in Ml aysia's favour but hopefully we can inprove onit,"
he adds with a snile.

Tourismis also an area that is still largely untapped between the two
countries. Debreceni says that both countries are working towards
encouragi ng tourists fromeach other's countri es.

"Next nmonth, a Hungarian television creww |l visit Ml aysia to make a
pronotional film This is because, since the visit of Dr Mahathir and
Mal aysi a' s King and Queen, Hungarians are very much interested in
Mal aysi a.

"Qur first King, Stephen I, once said that a country that is honogenous
and uniformis a poor country.

"I hope that the people of our countries can learn the richness of each
other's countries,"” says Debreceni
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