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A touch of Dr Mat Bangsar Carniva

Ooi Kok Chuen

DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad nmay be no Picasso. Still, the Prine
Mnister will get to put the finishing touches to a painting by Tajuddin
Ismail at Art Salon in Bangsar Baru, Kuala Lunpur tonight to cap the
Bangsar Car ni val .

Art Sal on co-owner Spencer Wng, who is also a nenber of the Bangsar
Baru Busi ness Council (BBBC), said the painting, entitled Ml aysia Bol eh,
will be sold imediately after Dr Mahathir's "artistic intervention”, and
the proceeds will be donated to Sukom organi ser of the 16th Conmonweal th
Ganes to be held here on Sept 11-21

A cheque-presentation will be made after Dr Mahathir ends his
"wal kabout" of shops and hawker stalls there with a dinner at Chinoz, one
of the elegant eateries and chic cafes in the affluent nei ghbourhood.

Tajuddin, a 48-year-old lecturer with Institut Teknologi Mara, is noted
for his contenpl ative works with sonbre hues and trademark ri bbons and
crosses.

To mark Dr Mahathir's visit, there will be a fiesta of street nusicians
and cul tural performances where adjacent roads within the square will be
turned into a pedestrian nall

The celebration will start at 6pmand will be |aunched at 9pm by Dr
Mahathir. It is to mark Malaysia's hosting of the Ganmes and to boost
ticket sales for the event.

It is also to pronpte Bangsar Baru as a destination for Ganes
partici pants.

Dr Mahathir's itinerary for the evening includes a "pit-stop" at the
Sukomticketing counter and a Ganmes cake-cutting cerenony.

He will be acconpani ed by Youth and Sports Mnistry parlianentary
secretary Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil, who is al so Lenbah Pantai Menber of
Parliament, and BBBC presi dent Ronal d Quay.

The | ast maj or "collaboration" between politicians and painters was at
t he Mal am Kar yawan concert staged for the benefit of war-torn Bosnia in
Sept enber 1994. Then, Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mput
his "gol den" signature to the works of the artists perform ng on stage.

The New Straits Tinmes Press Bhd bought two of the paintings, by Bayu
U ono Radji kin and Australia-based Eric Quah, and they can be vi ewed at
its Balai Berita foyer.
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