07/ 12/ 1998

A worl d of wonder for aviation fans

LANGKAW, Sun. - The Langkawi Air Carnival 98 which was opened yest erday
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad attracted hundreds of
visitors fromthe island and overseas today.

On the second day of the carnival at the Mahsuri Internationa
Exhi bition Centre, visitors were treated to aerial displays fromaircraft
ranging fromthe |ightweight Eagle to the Royal Ml aysian Air Force's F-18
Hor net s.

Over 50 planes are on display, nostly sport recreation aircraft of
private owners and flying cl ubs.

The exhi bition, organised by the Langkawi Air Recreation Cub with the
support of the Departnment of Civil Aviation, is being held to pronpote
awar eness of aviation as a recreational sport, especially anmong the youth.

It also brings aviation enthusiasts, especially nenbers of various
flying clubs in the country, together to display their aircraft and to
share their experience and experti se.

The president of the Johor Flying Club, Dr K.N. Singh said the carnival
was anong the many activities organised with the Departnent of G vil
Aviation in pronpoting aviation to the general public.

"The Prime Mnister had called for the creation of an aviation society
and this kind of air showwi Il go a | ong way towards pronoting the
concept."

He said that the shows gave many young people the chance to view
aircraft closely and would help to deepen their interest in aviation.

He said many were still unaware there were flying clubs in the country
whi ch were open to themand offering attracti ve packages for pil ot
training, especially for the Private Pilots Licence

The PPL is a requirenent for those who want to fly for recreationa
pur poses.

"I't's not just about flying. It's al so about character buildi ng because
you have to be disciplined and organised as well during flying and when
mai ntaining the aircraft,” Dr Singh said.

Ceof frey Davis, who lives in Singapore and Hong Kong, but is here to
di splay his Cessna 172 said one of the attracti veness of Ml aysi an
aviation is its openness to recreational flying.

"I have found it very easy to fly around here, although nmuch i nprovenent
i s possible by reducing the anbunt of paperwork needed to fly here.™

Waile the light aircraft took the visitors to the skies, the supersonic
jet fighters took the visitor's breath away with dazzling aerobatics.

Today, the RVMAF's M G 29N s and F-18 Hornet fighters put up a
perfornmance which excited the crowd at the air show and al so on ot her
parts of the island.

Aside fromthis, the participants also took part in several aviation
conpetitions such as spot |anding, flour bonbing, navigation, and
aerobatic capabilities.

There were al so parachute junps, displays fromthe Federal Territory
Par achuti ng Associ ation, the Police, and al so t he RVAF.

The carnival ends tonorrow.
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