16/ 10/ 1998

A-G Al probe papers to public prosecutor only

KUANTAN, Thurs. - Al crimnal investigation reports are to be submtted
directly to the public prosecutor and no other officers, even Mnisters,
shoul d have access to them

At torney-Ceneral Tan Sri Mohtar Abdullah said today that if the reports
were referred to, for exanple, a Mnister or other officials in the
adm ni stration, these people did not have the right to know their
contents.

He was speaking to reporters after opening a deputy public prosecutor's
of fice at the Hi gh Court.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, in responding to a
guestion yesterday on whet her he had received the prelimnary report on
the investigation into Datuk Seri Anwar |brahinm s clains that he was
assaulted by police, said the report would be sent directly to the
At t or ney- Gener al

Mohtar said Dr Mahathir's statenment was very correct.

"It is the responsibility of the police to subnit investigation papers
to the public prosecutor and not to others."

He said the public prosecutor would study the reports and i ssue a
directive on whether the case should be prosecut ed.

Moht ar said as of yesterday, his office had not received the report on
the investigation into Anwar's all egati ons.

An i ndependent panel has been set up to look into the clains.

Mohtar, who is on a three-day visit to Pahang, said he did not know
whet her his office had received the report today.
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