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ABANG JOHARI W NS | N KEENLY CONTESTED PBB ELECTI ON

KUCHI NG Aug 29 (Bernama) -- Sarawak M nister for Industrial
Devel opnent Dat uk Abang Johari Tun Openg was today el ected as a new deputy
president of Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu (PBB) in a keen contest at the
party's trienni el del egates conference.

He poll ed 373 votes agai nst 268 by state Agricul ture and Food
I ndustries Mnister Datuk Adenan Satemto take over the deputy presidency
reserved for those fromthe fornmer Parti Bum putera which had nmerged with
t he Dayak-based Parti Pesaka to form PBB.

The i ncunbent, Datuk Abang Abu Bakar Mistapha, who is Mnister in the
Prime Mnister's Departnent, could attract only 27 votes. He had held the
seat since 1986 when he defeating federal Agriculture Mnister Datuk Dr
Sul ai man Daud.

The ot her deputy president's post, reserved for Pesaka candi dates, was
won uncont ested by Deputy Chief Mnister Tan Sri Al fred Jabu.

The contest for the Bum putera deputy presidency attracted the interest
of many political observers in view of the intriguing dramas in the run-up
to the election.

Al t hough the el ection was very much a famly affair, the environnent in
the neeting hall of the Santubong Resort, about 35 kmfromhere, was tense
with the movenents of party del egates and observers coni ng under tight
security.

The conference was decl ared open yesterday by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.

The contest also attracted the Iinelight as observers felt that the
out comre had bearing on the future | eadership of the party.

Adenan, who received 32 nom nations, was said to have the backi ng of
Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnmud who hinself was returned unopposed
as the party president by all the 62 PBB divisions.

Abang Johari, who received 14 nom nations, was reported to have said he
had a daunting task as was not only facing his "good friend" but al so
"invinci ble hands" that were financially strong.

Abdul Tai b deni ed that he was backi ng Adenan sayi ng that he was the
father-figure in the contest of the two party stalwarts who were anong the
three persons he was grooming to take over the helmfromhim

The third person nentioned by Abdul Taib is state assenbl ynan and
corporate figure Datuk Effendi Norwawi, who won one of the four Bum putera
vice-president's posts with 393 votes

The other three winners are Dr Sul ai man who pol |l ed 602 votes, Datuk Leo
M cheal Toyad (516 votes) and Awang Tengah Ali Hassan with (469 votes).

The three Pesaka vice-president's posts had been won uncont ested by
state Housing M nister Datuk Cel estine Ujang, M cheal Mnyin and Dat uk
St ephen Wan Ul ok.

For the 11 Buniputera seats in the PBB Suprene Council, the winners are
Dat uk Mohd Ali Mahmud, Daud Abd Rahman, Mohd Naroden Majais, Talip
Zulipilip, Wan Junai di Tuanku Jaafar, Dr Wahbi Junai di, Senator Abdillah
Abdul Rahim Handen Ahnad, Jul ai hi Naraw , Mhd Ghazali Kipli and A dan
W ng.

The ni ne Pesaka seats in the council had been won unopposed by
Al exander Nanta Linggi, Douglas Unggah Enbah, Rol and Sagah, John Nyi gor, Dr
Rundi anak Utom Frederick Bayoi, Datuk Douglas Sullang anak Ganda,

Benedi ct Buj ang Tenbak and M cheal Lisa Kaya.



Meanwhi | e, Abang Johari in his victory speech said he regarded t he
contest as a "fanmily affair” and Adenan as his "big brother."

He said winning the deputy president's post nmeant shoul dering the heavy
responsi bilty of uplifting the econom c standards of Buniputeras in
Sar awak.

Adenan, in his speech, called on the del egates to strengthen unity for
the sake of the party and the state.

Abdul Taib said the contest had shown the maturity of both del egates
and the candi dates who did not indulge in dirty politics.

"I'mal so gl ad noney politics did not influence the canpaign," he told
reporters.
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