02/ 08/ 1998

Abdul | ah: Continue with present arrangenent

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The present arrangenent that facilitates the snooth
operation of train services between Ml aysia and Si ngapore shoul d be
al  owed to conti nue.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi sai d today Ml aysia
was happy with the arrangement and that efforts had been made not to
create problems with regard to the endorsenent of passports and this had
contributed to the snooth running of Keretapi Tanah Melayu's train
servi ces.

"I would like to see this as a reflection of the understandi ng by both
t he Mal aysi an and Si ngaporean authorities of the inportance of this train
servi ce.

"It is afriendly train. Agoodwill train. A popular train. Ml aysians,
Si ngapor eans and ot hers have been using these train services and | believe
nei t her Singapore nor Malaysia would Iike to see this service
interrupted,"” he said.

Abdul | ah was speaking to reporters at Wsna Putra after bil ateral
di scussions with visiting Foreign Mnister of China Tang Ji axuan.

He said he had earlier briefed Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad on the
i ssue including the discusions that had taken place and action taken.

Abdul | ah sai d goodwi I | shoul d prevail between the two countries as they
wer e nei ghbours.

"There is certainly an inextricable relationship between Ml aysia and
Si ngapore that we should not ignore. There have al ways been problens in
our bilateral relations. | do not renenber any one particular year that we
did not have any problemat all

"There are problens but the nobst inportant thing is how we resol ve these
probl ens. W can only resolve the problenms if we continue to bear in nnd
that the interests and rel ati onship of our two countries are given
priority,"” he said.

Asked what woul d happen if the present arrangenent were changed, he said
he did not wish to speculate on that.

"If things are working well today, we nust not disrupt themtonorrow,
that would nean there are bad intentions,” Abdull ah said.

( END)



	Abdullah: Continue with present arrangement (NST 02/08/1998)

