19/ 02/ 1998
Abdul | ah: Di pl omacy best option

Kamar ul Yunus

REI TERATI NG t hat di pl omacy is the best option to ensure Iraq' s conpliance
with UN Security Council resolutions, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahrmad Badawi sai d Mal aysia | auded the pending visit by UN Secretary
Ceneral Kofi Annan to Baghdad.

"Mal aysi a whol eheartedly wel comes the pending visit by Kofi Annan to
Baghdad and attaches great inportance to this visit," he told reporters
after nmeeting Thai Foreign Mnister Surin Pitsuwan in Kuala Lunpur
yest er day.

Abdul | ah said diplomacy is the only option that is realistic and no
ot her option should be contenpl ated, adding that he had expl ai ned
Mal aysia's position on the lraqi crisis to Surin

"Ml aysi a remmi ns opposed to any mlitary strike as such actions would
not achieve their stated objective. Instead, there is a need for
continuous and concerted efforts to find a di plomatic solution.

"There is the ever present danger that should a strike take place, it
may unl eash unparall el ed environnental damage that is difficult to
anticipate. It may also inpinge on the overall political and security
equilibrium" he said.

The US has threatened to take mlitary action against Iraq over
Presi dent Saddam Hussein's refusal to all ow UN weapons i nspectors into
sonme sites suspected of housi ng banned chem cal and bi ol ogi cal weapons.

At the sane tine, Abdullah said Malaysia also reiterates its position
that Iraq should fully conply and i npl enent all relevant UN Security
Counci | resol utions.

In this regard, he said Malaysia is pleased with the efforts by France,
Russia and China to work towards a diplomatic solution to ensure Iraq's
conmpliance with the resol utions and which should lead to an early lifting
of sanctions on Iraq.

"Ml aysi a takes note that the UN Special Comm ssion (Unscom for
disarm ng Iraq has nade progress in sone areas, and urges that it renains
not only neutral but al so provides an objective, conprehensive and fair
assessment of its work.

"In carrying out its nandate, Unscom nust respect the sovereignty,
territorial integrity and dignity of lraqg,"” he added.

Abdul | ah sai d Mal aysia views positively the ideas contained in the
initiative of French President Jacque Chirac as conveyed to Prime M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and hinsel f by France's special envoy Denis
Bouchard on Tuesday.

"We hope that it will provide elenents for a peaceful resolution to the
current crisis between Irag and Unscom " he said.

Meanwhi l e, Surin said Thailand is seeking Mal aysia's assistance to
enable it to participate in the Oganisation of Islanmc Conference (A C
as an observer.

"Wth this status in the OC, the Thai Governnent can explain and
provide correct information about its policy towards the religion and the
comm tnent to devel op border areas together with Ml aysia and I ndonesia,"
he said, adding that he had al so discussed the matter wi th | ndonesi an
Foreign Mnister Ali Al -Atas on Tuesday.

Abdul | ah said Surin has expressed Thailand's keen interest to
participate as an observer in a regional neeting on |Islamc subjects which
i nvol ves Brunei, |ndonesia, Singapore and Ml aysi a.



"Thailand feels that it should also participate (in the regional neeting
i nvol ving the four Asean countries)," he said.
In Thailand, the Muslimcommnity is nostly found in the south,
especi ally areas bordering Ml aysi a.
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