07/01/ 1998
Abdul | ah: Foreign missions will not be downsi zed

Al ex Choong; Anni e Freeda Cruez

KUALA LUVPUR, Tues.- The present econonic problens will not result in the
downsi zi ng of the country's foreign mssions, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi sai d today.

However, steps had al ready been taken earlier to reduce the number of
staff nmenbers. The Mnistry will also not make new recruitnents.

Badawi said all Anbassadors and H gh Conmi ssioners had been briefed on
t he situation.

He was speaking to reporters after receiving the national flag from
Thonmas Foo, the expedition | eader of the successful Silverstone
TransAfrica 4X4 at Wsnma Putra.

Al so present were Director of Silverstone Bhd, Tan Sri Zai n Hashi m and
executive director Phang WAai Yeen, Nam bia's H gh Comm sioner to Ml aysia
WM Ndeutapo Amagul u and the Under-Secretary for West Asia/Africa/ A C,
Dat uk Deva Mohd Ri dzam

"Qur foreign nissions have al so been advised to spend their allocations
wi sely. They have been asked to identify and to carry out progranmes which
are consi dered beneficial to the country."

Badawi said that officials had already conpleted the task of re-
adj usting the reduced nministry budget follow ng the Governnent's
directive.

On the Mal aysi an m ssion of peace, goodwi |l and harnmony to Africa by the
4X4 expedition, he thanked the Governnments of 12 African nations in
extendi ng their support and to ensure a trouble-free and historic
advent ur e.

Meanwhi | e, Amagul u said the 55 expedition nenbers who traversed 17, 000km
across the 12 African nations beginning from Capetown in South Africa on
Dec 1 to Cairo in Egypt within 33 days, had an opportunity to see the
various cultures, devel opnent taking place in sone of the countries and
t he peopl e.

"We are extremely happy with the expedition as this has hel ped to
enhance rel ati ons between Ml aysia and African nations,"” he said.

In Shah Alamearlier, expedition menbers who arrived honme this norning
were given a rousi ng wel cone.

The feat has earned theman entry into the Ml aysi a Book of Records, and
i ts managi ng-di rector Danny Ooi was on hand to present themwth a
certificate on their entry at a rousing wel com ng cerenony at Wsna
Si | ver st one.

The expedition, under the patronage of Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmad, is to date the world's biggest organised effort to take
on the "fabled and treacherous route" across the Africa.

Zain said the teaml s achi evenent showed that Mal aysi ans coul d perform
world class feats. He added that it also forged new friendshi ps throughout
the African continent.

The expedition team sai d whenever the convoy entered a city or a town
along their route, they would be greeted by big crowds lining the streets.

I n Kanmpal a, Uganda and Meskal Square, Ethiopia, he said, brass bands
acconpani ed the convoy while cheering crowds raised their spirits.

Organi si ng chai rman George Wng said the npst touching experience was to
have presidents, mnisters and their famlies honouring the convoy with
their presence and wel | - wi shes.

"The t eam nenbers have returned wi ser and enriched with know edge, " he



added.
( END)
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