07/ 11/ 1998
Abdul | ah heads Penang Umnmo |iai son conmittee

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Marhal i m Abas

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahrmad Badaw
has been appoi nted Penang |iaison commttee chief, replacing Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahim

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad announced this tonight
after a three-hour Umo suprenme council neeting at the party headquarters.

The position fell vacant foll owi ng Anwar's expul sion fromthe party on
Sept 3, a day after he was sacked as Deputy Prine Mnister and Fi nance
M ni ster.

Abdul | ah, the Kepal a Batas Umo division chief, was el ected vice-
president in the 1996 party elections, three years after his surprise
defeat in the race for one of three vice-president's posts.

Abdul I ah, 59, who is Foreign Mnister, also chairs the Umo managenent
and disciplinary committee together with vice-president Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak

Dr Mahathir also said the 25 nmenbers who had replied to their show cause
letters, including fornmer Umo Youth chief Datuk Ahnmad Zahi d Hamidi, would
be interviewed by the conmittee before a decision could be taken on their
fates.

"This is not because the council is dissatisfied with their replies.
Sone of them have pl edged loyalty to the party and the | eadership. A
t hese have to be taken into consideration.”

Dr Mahathir said the activities of the 25 would be nonitored by the
party until a decision was taken on their fates.

He expressed the hope that all those who had replied to the show cause
letters could be interviewed by the comittee before next nonth's counci
meet i ng.

Dr Mahathir al so said Umo woul d take necessary neasures to counter lies
spread by "certain quarters” on Umo and its | eaders.

"The foreign media is already anti-Umo. | hope the |ocal Press could
hel p by witing nore bal anced reports.”

( END)
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