13/10/ 1998
Abdul | ah: Interference with our judiciary not acceptable (HL)

Azr ani Rustam

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Mal aysia regards any interference with its judicia
process as "unacceptable” as it could affect the course of justice,
Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d today.

He said such interference gave the wong inpression that the country's
judges did not know how to apply the | aw judiciously.

Abdul | ah was speaki ng at a Press conference after a neeting between
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and Swazil and's Ki ng Mswat
1l at the Prine Mnister's Departnent.

He was asked to comment on a news report |ast Saturday which said H gh
Court judge Augustine Paul, who is presiding the case invol ving sacked
Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim had received a tel ephone
call froma man claimng to be a US Senat or.

The caller had reportedly told the judge he will be closely nonitoring
the case which begins in the H gh Court on Nov 2. Anwar, who has been
det ai ned under the Internal Security Act since Sept 20, is facing five
counts of sodony and five counts of corruption.

The caller also told Paul that justice nust be seen to be done.

The judge | odged a police report at the Dang Wangi police station the
next day. It is believed that several other people had al so received
simlar calls.

Abdul | ah said: "This is one exanple of interference we cannot accept.
Such action is tantamount to interference as though we do not understand
the law and are unable to enforce the law wel .

"I amsure the judge who received the call would have felt insulted."

Wiile it is still not known if the caller was actually a US Senat or,
recent statenents fromseveral US politicians and government officials
have been partial towards Anwar suggesting that he might not be given a
fair trial

US Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin was reported to have stated
forcefully recently that what had happened to Anwar was "deeply, deeply,
deeply troubling".

In a recent article in the New York Tinmes, forner Denpcratic Senator Sam
Nunn, together wi th Dougl as Paal and Paul Wl fowi tz, former officials who
had served under the Reagan and Bush adninistrations, called for Anwar's
rel ease and said that he should be given a fair trial

"Anwar shoul d be rel eased on bail until his case goes to trial, and he
shoul d be given proper protection. His trial must be open and fair."

Nunn, who is known to be a close friend of Anwar, also called on the
Mal aysi an Governnent to allowits people "to conduct orderly
denonstrations supporting (or opposing) him not chased through the
streets and arrested".

He said to protect Malaysia's good nane and to attract foreign
i nvestnents, Anwar and his associates should be allowed to voice their
opi nions and be given due process. "It will be sad, too, if |eaders
attendi ng the Asia-Pacific Econom ¢ Co-operation forumin Ml aysia next
month do not seek to ease Anwar's plight."

( END)
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