10/ 07/ 1998

Abdul | ah: | ssue can be resol ved through bilateral discussions

MALAYSI A has rejected Singapore's proposal to resolve the 1990 Poi nt of
Agreenent (PQA) between the two nations on the issue of the Ml ayan
Railway |and to the International Court of Justice (1CJ).

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said the PQA, relating
to the devel opnent and status of the Mal ayan Railway | and in Tanjong
Pagar, Singapore, is just an "agreenent".

"This is not a problemof treaties ... In fact, a POAis simlar to a
nmenor andum of under st andi ng.

"It is of our opinion that it is better to discuss the matter since
there nmay be other matters which may be related to it. W can solve it
t hrough bil ateral discussions as that will be the best," Abdullah told
reporters in Kuala Lunmpur yesterday after |aunching the Ml aysi an- Morocco
Fri endshi p Associ ati on.

The Si ngapore Governnent on Wednesday proposed that the nmatter be
referred for arbitration since there is a di sagreenent over the correct
interpretation of the POA

Alternatively, if arbitration is not considered suitable, then the
matter could be subnitted to the |1CJ.

"I believe that if we sincerely discuss and our intentions are to
further enhance bilateral ties between Singapore and Ml aysia, a sol ution
can be found. There has to be a conprehensi ve approach to solve the
probl ens that is being faced," he said.

"There are many i ssues between Ml aysia and Si ngapore. It is not just
one or two," Abdul | ah added.

Mal aysi an officials are currently in Singapore to discuss the issue of
rel ocation of Malaysia's rail Custonms, Imrgration and Quarantine (ClQ
operations fromTanjong Pagar to its own territory.

The two issues are of separate concern

He cited the dispute between Ml aysia and Si ngapore on the overl apping
claims over Pulau Batu Puteh which was brought to the 1CJ in the Hague,
Net her | ands.

"In that case, both parties decided to bring the matter up to I CJ and
the procurenment for the case to | CJ has been agreed upon. Procurenent is a
docurrent which draws the details of the matter being disputed,” he said.

Bot h sides have agreed to include two other features, M ddle Rocks and
Sout h Ledge, | ocated near Pulau Batu Puteh in the subject for the
adj udi cation by the I1CJ.

Negoti ations over the islet off Johor, otherw se called Pedra Branca by
Si ngapor e, have been protacted over the past two years but were reinstated
follow ng tal ks between Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad and
hi s Si ngapore counterpart Goh Chok Tong during the latter's visit in
February.

Meanwhi | e, when asked if he is happy with bilateral ties with Singapore,
Abdul | ah questioned: "You do not feel happy?"

"I am not unhappy but | amaware that there are nany problens and at
times, | feel that we should not be raising issues which are that
sensitive especially at tinmes which we should be concentrating on sone
ot her aspect of our bilateral relations.

"Perhaps it is tine that we |l ook nore into what we can do to help in
bringi ng about the econonic recovery," Abdull ah said.

He added that there is a certain strong |linkage between the econom es of



Mal aysi a and Si ngapore and anything that affects Malaysia will affect them
as well, and vice versa.
When asked how a conflict can ari se between nei ghbours, Abdull ah
qui pped: "Nei ghbours, brothers, sisters, husbands and wives ... these
t hi ngs happen. The question is whether the relationsip will endure.”
( END)
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