30/ 09/ 1998

Abdul | ah: Let the court decide Anwar's case

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The court should be left to deci de whether Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahimwas guilty or not of the sexual ni sconduct and corrupt
practi ces charges brought agai nst hi mtoday.

Stating this, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said in
an interviewwith CNN's Biz Asia in New York that the all egations had been
brought to court, the charges had been made and Anwar had deni ed t hem

During the brief interview, Lorraine Hahn asked Abdul | ah ni ne questions
rangi ng fromAnwar's so-call ed reformati on novement to the econom c
nmeasures taken to date to the possibility of elections being held soon.

Abdul | ah was asked if the former Deputy Prine Mnister could | ead an
opposition party if the court found Anwar innocent.

"I'f he is innocent, he is free ... Malaysia is a denocratic country ..
he (Anwar) can join the opposition party or forma new party," Abdull ah
sai d.

When asked for his views on freedom of speech and the exi stence of the
Internal Security Act, Abdullah said the | SA was needed to deter people
frominstigating or causing trouble.

"W cannot tolerate unrest in the country. There nust be stability in
Mal aysi a for econoni ¢ devel opnent.

"We practise denocracy ... we have opposition parties and we have
el ections.”

When Hahn asked Abdullah if he felt Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s days were nunbered because of Anwar's reformation
movenent, Abdullah said: "No ... Umo, of which Dr Mahathir is president,
is no stranger to reforms. It has been concentrating on refornms since
i ndependence. "

On econonmic matters, Hahn asked if the capital control neasures taken
such as fixing the exchange rate was a nove worth the criticisns it was
receiving.

Abdul  ah said: "Yes, it is worth the criticisns ... it is the only way
to do it as we cannot depend on ot her agencies such as the Internationa
Monet ary Fund which admitted today that steps it had taken to revive the
Asi an econonmy was not working well ... it is not working at all, in fact."

When asked how | ong the measures woul d be inposed, Abdullah said it
woul d be until the econony recovered.

"There is no other way to do it. The donestic economny nust be
revitalised. W have been achi eving good results for in January to July
this year, Ml aysia has a surplus of US$5 billion (RML9 billion)."

On whether Dr Mahathir will announce el ections to be held soon, Abdullah
said he had no informati on about Dr Mahathir wanting to hold el ections
soon.

( END)



	Abdullah: Let the court decide Anwar's case (NST 30/09/1998)

