03/ 09/ 1998
Abdul | ah: Mal aysi a poised to get seat in UN Security Counci

Syed Nadzri in Durban

MALAYSI A | ooks set to get a seat in the United Nations Security Counci

next nonth follow ng pl edges of support it is receiving during the ongoing
Non- Al i gned Movenent sunmit

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi sai d Mal aysi a was
al ready the "endorsed Asian candi date" to repl ace Japan whose term expires
soon.

The pl edges, made in bilateral and informal neetings on the sidelines of
the summt between Mal aysian officials and their counterparts from ot her
countries, have practically put the country in a pole position for one of
the 10 seats as a non-permanent nenber.

The Security Council has five permanent nmenbers - the United States,
Britain, France, China and Russia - while the present non-pernanent
menbers are Bahrain, Brazil, Costa Rica, Gabon, Ganbia, Japan, Kenya,
Portugal, Slovenia and Sweden.

The non-per manent nenbers are each chosen for a two-year termaccordi ng
to the continent they come from

I f Mal aysia succeeds, it will be the third tinme for the country, the
last tine being in 1990. Ml aysia was first elected to the UN Security
Council in 1965 for a split two-year termal ongside the then
Czechosl ovaki a.

Abdul l ah is having a busy tinme in his many bilateral neetings held so
far answering questions about the current situation in Ml aysia and Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

The Foreign Mnister said there were always expressions of concern from
his counterparts about the econonic problens faced by Ml aysi a.

Questions about Dr Mahathir's absence fromthe sumrt, he added, were
al so unendi ng.

"I told themthat our Prinme M nister has expressed his regret in not
being able to attend the sunmit as he had to stay back in Malaysia to | ook
into important domestic affairs,” he said.

Abdul | ah sai d the del egates whom he had net all |ooked up to Ml aysi a
and said they were confident that the country would get over its problens
soon.

One of the bilateral neetings held yesterday was with Japanese Foreign
M ni st er Hi shashi Osada who conveyed his country's support for the
appoi ntment of Tan Sri Razali Ismail as a UN special envoy to ook into
the donestic problens in Myanmar.

Di scussions with Onada, Abdull ah said, also centred on Canbodi a which
does not | ook politically stable despite conpleting its recent nationa
el ections.
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