09/ 11/ 1998
Abdul | ah on ties with Singapore

Sharif Haron; Al ex Choong

JOHOR BARU, Sun. - Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi said
today he believed ties between Ml aysi a and Si ngapore, which had been

af fected by a nunber of contentious issues, could return to nornal.

This, he said, foll owed the understandi ng reached between Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad and his Singapore counterpart Goh Chok Tong
when the two | eaders net on Thursday.

"I amvery happy that a neeting was held between the two Prine
M ni sters," he said.

He was speaking to reporters after |aunching Tunas Budiman, a bulletin
of Johor Baru Umo division at Konpl eks Mawar here.

Abdul | ah said during the neeting between Dr Mahathir and Goh, there was
under st andi ng on how exi sting bilateral problens could be handl ed and
sol ved.

"This will also involve a nunber of neetings at the officials' level to
iron out the probl ens.

"I believe followi ng the neeting (between the two Prime Mnisters), we
can consider that ties between Ml aysia and Si ngapore which were at a | ow
| evel, can return to nornmal ."

In Kuala Lunpur, MC president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said that it was
i nportant that Ml aysia and Si ngapore nai ntai ned "a hi gh decorum of
friendship" as this will bring benefit to both countries.

The neeting between Dr Mahathir and Goh | ast Thursday, he added, was
wel comed.

"The cordial neeting will pave the way for better bilateral relations,"”
he told reporters after nmeeting M C divisional |eaders.

Sany Vel lu said nore of such neetings should be held between Ml aysi a
and the republic to inprove rel ati ons.

M C hoped Dr Mahathir woul d make a reciprocal visit to Singapore to hold
tal ks with Coh.

It was reported that both Ml aysia and Singapore had decided to set
asi de differences and work towards inproving bilateral relations.

Both Prine Mnisters had agreed they would not criticise each other's
country openly.

Sany Vel lu said efforts to maintain bilateral relations between the two
countries should not be hindered by any individual

"The rel ationship between the two countries is nore inportant than
anything else as we stand to benefit fromeach other," he added.

Abdul | ah was al so asked to comment on reports from Manila that Defence
Secretary Ol ando Mercado had pushed for a strong Anerican nmillitary
presence in the Philippines anmid a row with China over the disputed
Spratly islands in the South China Sea.

Besi des the Philippines and China, the Spratlys chain, which straddles
vital sea lanes, is believed to sit atop vast oil deposits, is al so being
claimed in whole or in part by Ml aysia, Brunei, Taiwan and Vi et nam

In his response, Abdullah said it was no secret that the Philippines had
good relations with the United States.

But, he said, in nmatters pertaining to the security and stability of the
region, it was inportant for Asean countries to work together and co-
operate.

On the Spratlys issue, he said Asean had agreed to di scussi ons.

Abdul | ah said if Asean countries could nutually understand and respect



each other, and did not interfere in one another's internal affairs, then
the grouping' s solidarity and strength woul d ensure regional stability.
( END)
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