03 SEP 1998
Abdul | ah- Mahat hi r
ABDULLAH REI TERATES H' S STRONG SUPPCRT FOR DR MAHATHI R

By: E. Sivabal an

DURBAN, South Africa, Sept 3 (Bername) -- Foreign Mnister and Umo
vi ce- presi dent Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahrmad Badawi today tel ephoned Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad fromhere to express his strong support for the Prine
M ni ster and for whatever action he has taken to revive the Ml aysi an
econony.

Abdul I ah said he told Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo president, that
Umo nmenbers and t he peopl e woul d understand his decision to renove Dat uk
Seri Anwar | brahimfromthe Cabinet.

"I told himthat after Umo nmenbers and t he peopl e understand the
reasons for the renoval they will be supportive," he told Mal aysi an
reporters here.

Abdul l ah is representing Dr Mahathir at the 12th summt of the
Non- Al i gned Movenent here. The summit ended today.

Asked whet her he di scussed Anwar's repl acenent in the Cabi net, Abdullah
said,"l did not ask for the Prine Mnsiter's coments."

"I did not nention anything about replacenent. | only said | supported
the Prinme Mnister," he said.

"I hope Umo nenbers will understand Dr Mahathir's action to renove
Anwar to preserve political stability and racial unity," he said.

Abdul | ah al so told Dr Mahathir in the phone conversation that the Prine
M nister's colleagues in the NAM expressed full support for himin his
efforts to revive the econony.

Abdul I ah al so said,” The Prinme M nister nust have nmade car ef ul
del i berations before arriving at his decision (to renove Anwar fromthe
Cabi net) particularly when it involved sonmeone who was consi dered as his
successor. "

Fromthe reactions of State Umo Liaison Conmittees and ot her Umo
| eaders it was clear they understood why acti on was taken agai nst Anwar.

On Anwar's statenent that he had been sl andered, Abdullah said Anwar
was free to express his views on his renoval

"However he has to have the proof,"” he added.
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