02/ 12/ 1998

Abdul | ah: Sabah's ties with KL better with BN in contro

TUARAN, Tues. - Sabah's relations with the Federal Government have

i mproved trenendously since the Barisan Nasional took power fromParti
Bersatu Sabah in 1994, Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad
Badawi said.

Speaki ng at a neet-the-peopl e session here | ast night, Abdullah said the
inproved relations had resulted in better State-Federal dial ogue. Mre
devel opnent projects had been approved and i npl ement ed.

It was nobst regrettable that PBS had nade an i ssue of Umo and State
| eaders always referring to Kual a Lunmpur when meki ng deci si ons.

"The PBS is a State-based party. It often made deci si ons w t hout
considering the bigger picture and this resulted in deteriorating State-
Federal relations when it was in power."

Unli ke the PBS, Ummo, the backbone of the State BN Governnment, was a
national party and on natters of policy, State and Federal |eaders al ways
had consul t ati ons.

Three State Umo | eaders - Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Osu Sukam
Information Mnistry Parliamentary Secretary Datuk Shafie Apdal and forner
Chief Mnister Datuk Salleh Tun Said - sit in the powerful policy-naking
Umo suprene counci |

Abdul | ah al so said all State-based parties, representing Sabah's main
et hnic groups, were in the BN and sat in the BN suprene council headed by
Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad.

Abdul | ah advi sed the people of Sabah not to be taken in by attacks on
rel ati ons between State and Federal | eaders.

"It is bad State-Federal relations caused by the PBS that many
devel opnent projects could not take off during their rule.”

The present system has served Sabah well and peopl e should ensure a BN
victory in the State el ection.

(END)



	Abdullah: Sabah's ties with KL better with BN in control (NST 02/12/1998)

