08 DEC 1998
Par | i ament - Sor os (W ndUp)
ABDULLAH SAYS SCORCS' REGRET UNACCEPTABLE

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 8 (Bernamm) -- The regret expressed by internationa
financi er George Soros' for calling the ouster of Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad is not acceptable, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahnmad Badawi told the Dewan Rakyat today.

"We cannot accept (his regret) because of his attitude to interfere in
Mal aysia's internal affairs,” he said when wi nding up the debate on the
1999 Supply Bill for his mnistry.

Abdul | ah said the currency specul ator was actually worried over the
econom ¢ recovery neasures announced by Dr Mahat hir which m ght bl ock his
chances of anmmssing wealth.

"I't is out anger, he issued a statenent recently asking Ml aysians to
renove Dr Mahathir," he said.

Soros told a news conference in London yesterday that he regretted
calling for the ouster of Dr Mahathir because such remarks coul d be
count er - producti ve.

In his speech at the John Hopkins University in the United States | ast
week, Soros had accused Dr Mahathir of cronyi smand abuse of power and that
he shoul d be renmoved from of fice.

Abdul | ah said Soros had stated clearly in one of his books that
Mal aysi a could be the cause for the econoni c problens faced by the world
today due to the country's econonic recovery approaches.

"He is very worried if our approach succeeds, other countries will
foll ow our nmeasures and being a currency trader, he will surely be sad as
his chances to beconme very rich is limted," he said.

Abdul I ah said he did not see the reasons to criticise Malaysia's
econom ¢ recovery neasures as the Washi ngton-based International Mnetary
Fund (I MF) itself had admitted that its measures to revive the econony in
West Asia had failed to yield positive results.

" If there is another formula, why not that fornula be given attention
rather than criticise it," he said.

"Maybe the criticisns were nade with certain notives to the currency
specul ation and to reap profits fromthe Mal aysian Ringgit from people |like
Soros," he said.

Abdul | ah sai d he al ways took the opportunity to explain to the
international community Malaysia's rationale to inplenent its economc
recovery measures when he attended i nternational conferences abroad.

"Many said our neasures are rational and they wi shed us well. If we
succeed, our neasures may be adopted by their countries with certain
adj ustnents," he said.

Abdul | ah said he al so expl ai ned the reasons | eading to the arrest of
former deputy prine minister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mand many were
satisfied with the explanation.

He said the international conmmunity was no | onger bothered about
Anwar's i ssue except the foreign nedia which had its own agenda.

Replying to Dr Tan Seng G aw (BN Kepong), Abdull ah said Soros had a
wel | - connected currency specul ators' network worl dw de.

"We know he was involved in currency trading in other countries which
had caused nunerous problens in the countries," he said.

He sai d Soros behaved as though he had equal rights Iike Ml aysi ans as
to who should be the | eader and who nust be renoved.

Touching on bilateral relations anong Asean-nmenber countries, he said



there was no differences anong nenbers of the regi onal grouping
particularly during the trying times now.
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