14/ 08/ 1998
Abdul | ah: US statement on threat is disturbing

Al ex Choong

KUALA LUVMPUR, Thurs. - Malaysia is disturbed by the US statenment that its
enbassy here faced possi ble attack, as happened in Kenya and Tanzani a | ast
Fri day.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi said the statenent
could be msinterpreted by prospective investors, tourists or even
athl etes com ng for the Commonweal th Ganes next nonth.

"I would like to call for caution and care when issuing such a
statement, as this can be construed that Malaysia is at fault or unable to
manage the security situation," he told a Press conference after he
presented the Uusan Ml aysi a-Public Bank literary awards at the Shangri -
| a Hotel here today.

Abdul | ah i ssued the remnmi nder after receiving a prelinmnary report on the
situation followi ng a neeting between US Enbassy officials and Wsra Putra
officials on security follow ng explosions in the two African nati ons.

A news reports had quoted a US State Departnent spokesnan as sayi ng
Washi ngt on had received infornmation there m ght be a threat to US
interests including attacks on buildings in Egypt, Yenen and Ml aysi a.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had comment ed yest erday
that he did not see any reason why Mal aysi a shoul d be naned as one of the
countries where there mght be a threat to US interests.

Asked to el aborate on the State Departnent statenent, Abdullah said if
the US had a problemit should take steps to overcone it, and not issue a
statenment that coul d cause adverse reactions in Ml aysi a.

On a separate issue regarding the detention of three Malaysians in
Myanmar he said it was difficult to synpathise with those who entered a
country and broke its | aws.

"It is even nore difficult to be synpathetic to Ml aysi ans who know ngly
enter another country, create disturbance and break the | aws of another
country. They have to face the consequences,"” he added.

Abdul | ah, however, said the Ml aysian Consul in Myanmar woul d of fer
assi stance if needed by those detai ned.

On the "special relationship” between Ml aysi a and Si ngapore on Pul au
Pi sang i ssue, he said: "Ml aysians enpl oyed by Keretapi Tanah Mel ayu Bhd
al so enjoy simlar treatnent by Singapore.”

Abdul | ah had said yesterday that Singaporeans managi ng the |ighthouse in
Pul au Pi sang (Mal aysia's property) near Pontian were allowed to enter and
| eave the island w thout having to go through Inmgration.

"This is the “special relationship' which | amtal king about," he said,
addi ng that other regulations would be further liberalised if both
countries continued to focus on this relationship based on historica
facts, social interaction and cl ose economic ties.

He al so stressed that Mal aysia had no plan at the nonent to take any
action on the Pul au Pisang issue.
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