31 MAY 1998
Mahat hi r - Race
ABSENCE OF RACI AL RI OTS MALAYSI A' S ADVANTAGE, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, May 31 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
toni ght the bal anced devel opnent anong all the races and their sensitivity
and respect for each other had resulted in there being no racial riots in
Mal aysi a.

Describing this as the country's advantage, the prinme mnister said
al t hough the people were fromdifferent races and religions they were
sensitive to each other and this had prevented the occurrence of riots.

"W nust val ue this because in our country, although there is severe
econom c pressure, there are no racial riots," he said at a "Semarakkan
Semangat Cinta Ml aysi a" perfornmace organi sed by the MCA at Merdeka Squar e,
here, to pronote | ove for Ml aysi a.

Dr Mahathir said that in other countries with rmultiracial popul ations,
riots occurred because the races bl aned each other and in the process, nany
becane victins and the econonic situation deteriorated.

He cited as an exanple of Ml aysians' sensitivity the gesture by the
organi sers to stop the performance for a while in respect for the tine of
the Isyak prayers at about 8.30pm

"When we are sensitive to other people's problens, they are al so
sensitive to ours, hence they will not do anything that will anger us," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said foreign journalists should view tonight's event but he
believed that "they will not report because they always say that although
Mal aysi a appears to be peaceful, belowthe surface there is a | ot of
tensi on anong the races.

"If they report on Malaysia at all they never stop saying that the
Mal ays and Chi nese cannot not get al ong but when they see tonight's event,
they close their eyes, ears and nminds," he said to appl ause.

"If there are foreign television crews present, please take the
pictures tonight. This is Ml aysia, a peaceful country that shoul d be
prospering until they deliberately brought down our currency and share
val ues, but we will fight back and defend our bel oved nation,"” he said.

He al so said that Mal aysia had drawn up systematic neasures to tackle
the current econom c probl emand the nost inportant one was to encourage
the people to buy locally produced goods.

The prime mnister said that buying | ocal goods nmeant buying quality
goods of world standard because Mal aysi a was now an exporter of high
quality goods to all parts of the world.

"When we buy Mal aysi an goods, our noney will not flow out of the
country, our capital will accurmul ate, our business expand and our
busi nessmen wi Il profit.

"This will boost our ability to tackle the problens facing us now, " he
sai d.

Anong the artistes taking part in the show was Ml aysia's own Janes
Bond girl M chel e Yeoh.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the show was ained a
pronoting unity through patriotic songs and spurring Ml aysians to help
rejunenate the country's econonmny.
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