30/ 06/ 1998
Absent del egates no danper to lively speeches at Gerakan neeting

Al ex Choong

"ONE Heart, One Nation, One Vision", screaned a huge banner displ aying
Parti Gerakan's new slogan in the hall where the party's 27th annua
del egat es conference was hel d | ast weekend.

Qutside the hall, two television sets aired non-stop the party's song.

G eeted by this atnostphere, many had gone to Dewan Wawasan at Menara
PGRM anticipating sone fiery debate on issues related to corruption,
nepoti smand cronyi sm

Not hi ng of that sort materialised though. "It just fizzled out," said an
observer.

The reason for this, party president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik
expl ai ned at a post-conference interview, was because Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad's speech at the conference's opening had set the
t one.

Dr Limsaid: "Dr Mahathir, who is the Barisan Nasional chairnman, nade
his stand very clear on these issues when he opened the conference."

However, Dr Limwasted no tinme in taking charge of the direction of the
pr oceedi ngs.

In fact, delegates did not have to wait long to see the party nunber one
get cracking.

Dr Li mexpressed his disappointnent with the poor attendance of
del egates after the official opening on Saturday norning.

He then repeatedly told del egates that they must show discipline and be
present to follow the proceedings.

Yet, his call seened to have fallen on deaf ears.

Just before the conclusion of the conference, barely 200 of the 1,800
del egates were present to debate on the party's resol utions and to amend
certain sections of the constitution.

At one point, the dw ndling nunber of delegates in the hall even
pronpted Dr Limto announce that he woul d ask the naintenance crew to
|l ower the airconditioning and if forced to, to switch it off.

Despite the obvious absence of Pressnen in the hall, the Mnister of
Primary I ndustries warned del egates that they should not be conpl acent.

"The journalists are all in the Press room watching and foll ow ng
closely, all the debates via the closed-circuit tel evision."

All in all, the party president was afterwards quite pleased with sone
of the issues brought up by the majority of the new y-el ected branch and
di vi si onal chairnen.

"Issues related to the econom ¢ problens, privatisation and education
were tackl ed vociferously," he said at the interview.

As for issues during the debate, there was a conplaint over tine alloted
to speakers, and nore inportantly, issues related to | ndah Water
Consortiumand the proposed privatisation of solid waste managenent.

State Assenbl yman and Yout h chai rman Dat uk Chang Ko Youn stood out anbng
those in attendance because of his recent stand and tiff wi th Housi ng and
Local Governnent M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh over the natter

However, |est Chang, who is also a Perak Exco nenber and Penang Chi ef
M ni ster and party vice-president, Tan Sri Koh Tsu Khoon forget, they are
bot h menbers of the National Local Governnent Council

They had been briefed and had endorsed the privatisation of solid waste.

The two shoul d have known better by referring any di sagreenment to the
Central Committee or to Dr Lim to bring the matter up in the Cabinet and



not to take the matter to the M nister concerned.

The del egates, selected to debate on the presidential address, took
pai ns to di scuss the i ssues on econonmy and educati on.

Sone del egates rai sed the i ssues of SPM hi gh-achi evers who coul d not get
pl aces in | ocal universities.

One del egate even suggested that Form Si x be abolished and replaced with
matri cul ati on cl asses.

The argunent put forth was that nore and nore students felt that such a
move woul d al so hel p the governnent to plan ahead the manpower
requirements for the future.

Wth nost of the major BN conponent parties having concluded their
annual general assenblies or del egates conference neetings, the tine has
come for these parties to gear up for the general elections which is
barely 1 1/2 years from now.

Wanita chi ef Datuk Kee Phai k Cheen nust be credited for urging the party
to set up a pre-election Task Force.

Her rational is sinmple ... "will the pendul umsw ng again in favour of
t he Opposition?"

If there is cohesiveness and total conmtnment fromall BN parties in
"One Heart, One Nation, One Vision", there will be no problemin tackling
the general election with confidence.

( END)
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