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“Accent' way to electronic administration for SMs

Marina Tan

PETALI NG JAYA, Fri. - Mre snmall and nedi um si zed busi nesses may soon
enj oy the benefits of electronic adm nistration wi thout the high costs
usual Iy associated wi th hi gh-tech revanps.

Local Internet service consultant The Medi a Shoppe has devel oped a
sof twar e package cal |l ed Accent, or Applications for Corporate
Conmruni cat i on Enhancenent, to provide the service easily and cheaply to
smal | er busi nesses.

The conpany's new busi ness devel opnent director Christopher Chan said it
was now | ooking for partners to market the product, which has al so drawn
interest fromdistributors in Canada and Europe.

Chan said the conventional nethod to install electronic administration -
devel opi ng custom sed solutions for each client - was tinme-consuni ng and
expensi ve.

"Accent gets around the problemby fulfilling the needs in a generic
fashi on, so the package may cost a conpany about RV, 000 while a
custom sed sol ution, including devel opment, installation and training,
coul d cost anywhere from RM20, 000 to RML50, 000, " he said.

For clients appropriately equi pped, Chan said, the software takes as
little as 10 minutes to install and 45 minutes to | earn.

"It integrates all corporate, departnental, group and individual
comuni cations in a way that provides up-to-date, instant information to
everyone in the organisation, wherever and whenever they | og on.

"You will not have to commute two hours for a nmeeting in which only 10
mnutes will be specific to you and the rest can be communi cat ed t hrough
e-mail," he said.

Accent's 13 ready nodul es include informati on managenment, schedul i ng,
security and access privilege, e-mail and forum conmmunication, and
task/ti me managenent.

The software will be launched at the upcoming I TX ' 98 exhibition at
Putra Wrld Trade Centre, fromApril 21 to 24.

A denonstration is al so avail able on The Medi a Shoppe's honmepage at
http://ons. shoppe. com ny.

Chan said ITX '98 will also see the conpany preview ng a web-based
teaching solution for learning institutions, called Smart Extended
Educati on, or Seed.

Seed goes beyond distance | earning to enabl e every step of the
educational process, fromsigning up for courses to receiving |ecture
mat eri al, assignments and tests, to be conducted through nmultinedi a
technol ogy via the Internet.

"Seed is designed to help institutions cater to the increasing demands
they face and reach out to nore students in view of hurdl es such as space,
di stance and tinme," he said.

The devel opnent of | ocal innovations, products and brands will be anpbng
the main thrusts of ITX '98, to be held in conjunction with the Infotech
Mal aysi a conference, a national-level dialogue on IT-related i ssues and
directions.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir, who is al so chairman of the
National |IT Council, will launch the event and gi ve the keynote address.

The event is organised by NITC and the Associ ati on of the Conputer
I ndustry Mal aysia (Pikom, with the New Straits Tines, Berita Harian
Conputinmes, Berita Konmputer and Sin Chew Jit Poh as the official nedia.



Co-organi sers are M nos Bhd, the Ml aysi an Admini strative Mdernisation
and Managenment Pl anning Unit (Mampu), Tel ekom Mal aysia Bhd, the Miltinedia
Devel opnent Cor poration and Uni - Technol ogi es Sdn Bhd.

Those interested can call 03-9660255 or 03-2920297 or e-rmil
| kmun@opl8.jaring.my or nolly@ikomorg.my for nore information.
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