05 JUN 1998
APEC- ACI D 98
ACI D 98 TO EMPHASI S ON E- COMVERCE AND GREATER TRANSPARENCY

KUALA LUMPUR, June 5 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia, one of the |eading Asean
countries inplementing the Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) systemfor
custons clearance, will be the host for the Asia Pacific Economc
Cooperati on (APEC) Custons-Industry Dial ogue (ACID 98) on June 8.

The two-day nmeeting will discuss on pertinent Custons issues that have
profound inplications on the region's trade and economnic performance, wth
an enphasis on further usage of electronic comerce (e-comrerce) trade
facilitation system

In a press conference, Deputy Director General of the Royal Custons and
Exci se departnment Datuk Abdul Rashid Haji Bolong said the ACCD 98 will be
conducted in a dialogue fashion simlar to the Smart Partnership D al ogue
i ntroduced by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

Previ ously, he said, the conference was held in a synposi um manner and
some of the participants had to forego attendi ng di scussions on topics they
were interested in because they were held at other discussions being hold
at the sane tine.

More than 100 participants including busi ness and gover nnment
representatives fromthe 18 APEC nenber countries and the three new
adm ssions: Russia, Vietnamand Peru are expected to attend the event, he
sai d.

He said in keeping with the thenme of "Meeting the Chall enges of the
Next M I ennium the dialogue will cover three key areas including human
resource devel opnment in the gl obal trading environment, information
technol ogy as well as integrity and cooperation between the Custons and the
busi ness sectors to support gl obal trade facilitation.

Abdul Rashid said anpbng others, the objectives of ACID 98 are to
achi eve greater transparency and better facilitation of trade within the
regi on.

"It also ainms at presenting a comon position of the Custons to
i mportant organisations that play a significant role in global trade," he
sai d.

ACID 98 is being jointly organi sed by the Royal Custonms and Excise
departnment and the National Chanber of Commerce and | ndustry of Mal aysia
(NCCIM, with worl dw de express package distribution conpany, United Parcel
Service (UPS) as the official express carrier and main sponsor.

UPS regional director (dobal Facilitation & Custons Operations for
Asia Pacific region) Janmes Goh |later presented a RWM234, 000 (US$60, 000)
cheque to Abdul Rashid.

Goh said the APEC Sub-committee on Custons Procedures (APEC SCCP) is
definitely looking at |everaging the internet nediumduring the conference
as E-commerce through internet is cheaper and easier, but "the concern is
on the safety features and viability of the orders.”

On ot her devel opnent, Abdul Rashid said the ED system which proved to
be very efficient and fast, will be extended for use at Kual a Lunpur
International Airport (KLIA) and the second link in Johor Baharu, Johor
soon. -- BERNANA
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