26/ 12/ 1998

Acqui re knowl edge, PMurges Muslins

LANGKAW, Fri. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad t oday
rem nded Muslins on the need to acquire knowl edge to enable themto
conmpete with others

Citing several exanples of oppression and aggression against Mislins in
certain countries, he said such situations exi sted because the Mislins
failed to acquire appropriate know edge to defend thensel ves and conpete
with others.

Dr Mahathir said Muslinms were capabl e of being as good as others if they
wor ked har d.

"W are weak because we have not acquired the know edge t hat enabl es us
to conpete," he said before breaking fast at Masjid Bayas.

The Prime Mnister stressed the inportance of acquiring know edge in
areas such as el ectronics and conputers which would hel p put Mislins on a
stronger platform

He said even in having to defend thensel ves, Mislins woul d need to have
sophi sti cat ed weapons.

"But today, Muslins are still depending on others for weapons and even
nations in the Mddl e East have to exchange oil for aircraft," he said,
adding that if Mislins worked hard and acquired know edge, they woul d one
day energe stronger.

"When we energe stronger, we will be able to help other fell ow Mislins
who are suffering in other countries |ike what we had done previously when
we assisted our fellow Muslins in Bosni a-Herzegovi na and ot her countries.”

Dr Mahathir al so reninded Muslins to be thankful that they were able to
carry out their obligations by fasting during Ranadan peacefully unlike in
ot her countries.

He al so said Muslins should not blane it on fate if their countries were
i n chaos.

"We can say that it is fated that our country is in chaos |like being
bonbarded with missiles but God gives us a mnd to think and work out ways
to i nprove our |ives."

Dr Mahathir also called on Muslins to be grateful that they were not
suffering as much as those in other countries during the current economc
crisis.

He said al though Mal aysia was al so facing problens, it was not as bad as
in other countries |ike Indonesia.

Despite the economc problens, the Prinme Mnister said, the nunber of
Musl i s who woul d performthe haj this year woul d exceed the quota fixed
by Saudi Arabi a.

"The quota for Muslinms in |Indonesia is 200,000 but only 60, 000
| ndonesi ans can afford to performthe haj this year," he said.

Joining Dr Mahathir in breaking fast were his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohamed Ali, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid and Agriculture
M nistry Parlianentary Secretary Datuk Abu Bakar Taib.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir, who arrived fromAl or Star, perforned Friday
prayers at Masjid Ai shah.

In Alor Star, he visited his sisters, Refeah and Habsah, at Tanan
Muti ara, Jal an Pegawai .
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