12 OCT 1998
Agong- Swazi | and
ACT TOGETHER TO FACE THE NEW M LLENNI UM SAYS AGONG

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 12 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong, Tuanku
Ja' afar, said tonight it is inportant for countries of the South to
understand the chal |l enges of the nodern econonmy and to work together to
face the new m || ennium

"W need not continue to depend on the power-that-be for charitable
sustenance and if necessary, we need to challenge the orthodoxi es of nodern
econom c di al ogue,” he said at a state banquet in honour of King Mswati 111
and Queen I nkhosi kati LaNgangaza of Swaziland at |stana Negara, here.

By wor ki ng together and collaborating fully on all vital and pressing
i ssues of the time, both countries could create a smart way to overcone
what ever chal | enges that woul d be faced, he said.

Southern Africa, with its grow ng manufacturing sector, fast inproving
infrastructure and mneral resource richness, had becone a region of choice
for the Malaysian private sector in recent years, he said.

Tuanku Ja' afar said ties between the two countries could al so be
enhanced through cultural exchanges and active participation in nusic, arts
and cultural and sporting activities.

He was al so hopeful that the visit by King Mswati woul d hel p both
countries to build a partnership and establish dial ogue.

King Mswati, in his speech, said although Mal aysia was not spared from
being hit by the recent econom c downturn in Asia, the factors and
qualities that nmade Mal aysia so successful in the past years were still
very much in place.

"Therefore, we feel that in a matter of time, Malaysia will return to
the pattern of its strong economc growh, these are exanpl es of
confidence, not despair and they point clearly to a future full of
optimsm" he added.

He was hopeful that Ml aysian conpani es woul d take profitable advantage
of the country's investnment potential in areas such as tourism
manuf acturing, agriculture and other industries.

Swazi | and, sandwi ched between Myzanbi que and South Africa, gained
i ndependence fromBritain in 1968.

Wth a popul ati on about 900,000, it is a predom nantly agricultural
country which al so exports asbestos, coal and iron ore.

Present were Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Naji hah, Queen Inkhosi kati
LaNgangaza, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad and his wfe,
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmed Ali.
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