30 JAN 1998
Mahat hi r - Wor ker s
ACTI ON AGAI NST EMPLOYERS WHO RETRENCH WORKERS W THOUT NOTI CE

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 30 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today the government will take appropriate action agai nst
enpl oyers who term nate the services of workers wi thout advance notice.

The Prime M nister however said the nunber of workers retrenched
because of the econom c sl owdown was smal |

"The enpl oyers should in fact give adequate notice. They cannot
retrench themjust like that," he said when asked to comrent on reports
that enployers had resorted to retrenching workers w thout any notice.

Speaking to reporters at his Hari Raya Qpen House at Sri Perdana, Dr
Mahat hir said if such reports were true the governnment woul d take
appropriate action agai nst the enpl oyers concer ned.

The Prime Mnister noted that the problemof retrenchnent in Ml sysia
was not that serious.

"In other countries, mllions of workers have been retrenched. W do
have retrenching of workers but only for a small group when conpared to
ot her countries,"” the Prinme Mnister said.

He advi sed workers who had been retrenched to be patient as there were
still many enpl oynment opportunities in the country.

Asked whet her certain enployers were taking advantage of the current
economi c situation to sack their workers, Dr Mahathir said if this was the
case, the workers concerned should report the enployers to the Human
Resource Mnistry.

On the reluctance of Ml aysi an students overseas to return hone to
continue their studies, the Prime Mnister said they would not be brought
back unl ess they had places in |ocal colleges and universities.

"W will not bring them back as they are private students. It is up to
their neans and depends on what they wi sh to do," he added.

Dr Mahathir said it was not that Ml aysian students overseas did not
wi sh to return but they had to ensure that the courses which they were
attendi ng overseas were available in Ml aysia.

"However the fact is if we study overseas our noney will go overseas
and this will be a problemto the country,” he said. -- BERNAMA
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