11/ 08/ 1998

Action plan to help villagers cope with econonic probl ens

SEREMBAN, Mon. - The Rural Devel opnment Mnistry will inplenment a specia
action plan by the end of August to reduce the inpact of the present
econom ¢ probl ens on vill ages.

Its Mnister Datuk Annuar Misa said villagers were yet to feel any
econom c strain as their nmonthly income was still stable despite the
depreciation of the ringgit.

He said the plan would also include strategies for villagers to increase
their incone and al so ways to nmaxi m se use of their |and.

Speaki ng after visiting Kanpong Pel egong i n Labu, about 20km from here
today, he said a recent survey showed a fam |y of six villagers needed at
| east RVMBOO a nonth for a confortable life.

"W want to initiate the rel evant nmeasures to ensure the lives of these
fam |lies were unperturbed by the econom ¢ situation," he said, adding that
al l ocations for eradication of poverty under the Econonmic Recovery Pl an
were not reduced.

Annuar said that other strategi es under the plan would be ways to
i ncrease the production of food itens fromthese vill ages.

The Governnment has allocated R4 nmillion this year for this purpose.

He said villagers would be affected in terns of buying power as the
price of other items had increased.

The M nister also said that though the response towards the Gerakan Desa
Wawasan progranmme | aunched two years ago had been encouraging, efforts
could be nmade to inprove its effectiveness.

He said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad woul d | aunch the
third phase of the Gerakan Wawasan Desa programre i n Kanpung Chengal in
Kadok, Kel antan, on Aug 22 and 600 new vill ages have been selected this
year.

"W hope that by the end of year 2000, at |east 3,000 villages would
benefit under the programe.™

Annuar al so said the Governnent had allocated RML nmillion this year to
purchase conputers for selected villages in the country. Sel ected people
will be trained in their use.
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