12/ 12/ 1998
Adi |, but why the insistence on being non-political?

Rose | smai

THE reformasi group has spoken. After weeks of causing disruptions to
public life and insisting upon the reinstatenent of Datuk Seri Anwar

| brahi mand the renoval of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad,
the group has finally decided to becone a reformnovenent.

Adi | or Social Justice Mwvenent, at a Press conference which initially
excluded the |l ocal nedia, will be open to Malaysians fromall wal ks of
life, over the age of 18. It is nmulti-ethnic, non-sectarian and non-
parti san.

A rai nbow coalition. How intriguing.

But why the insistence on being non-political?

Does this mean we now have another Aliran-type pressure group in the
maki ng?

But what is Aliran not doing that Adil has been created to do?

And what is the point of being non-political when the nmovenent's
obj ectives can only be achi eved t hrough changes in the political structure
and t hi nki ng?

Adil clainms that it will be firmand unrelenting in its struggle for
justice, will not hesitate to expose and oppose authoritariani smand
oppression, the abuse of power, corruption, wealth in the hands of a few,
and comunal i smand chauvi ni smin Ml aysi an soci ety.

It will also nmake the public aware of the inportance of reforns in
various spheres, achieve social justice and do these through peaceful
denocratic neans, ensure every citizen has real and neani ngful freedom
that justice is enjoyed by every group, establish [ egal and judicial
institutions that are transparent, and enbody integrity, strengthen the
Mal aysi an identity, and create a culture that is progressive and dynam c,
reinforce the tradition of goodw ||, understandi ng and co-operati on anong
the communiti es and ensure that national wealth is evenly distributed.

These obj ectives are | audabl e and worth standing up and fighting for.
Anyone who | oves this country woul d support them

But why do it fromthe sidelines? Wiy not junp into the fray and thrash
out problens fromw thin?

O, is Adil afraid that it mght soil its hands (and | ose credibility)
when it gets enbroiled in the machinations that nmust take place within any
political systenf

There is a reason for this. An Adil statenent said such a novenent
cannot be a political party for the sinple reason that the demand for
justice and reformtranscends political party boundaries.

But reformasi began with specific political demands. Anwar and Datin
Seri Dr WAn Azi zah Wan Isnail have held thensel ves up as catal ysts for
change.

Most of all, they wanted a cl eaner, transparent and nore efficient
Governnent. No one would quarrel with this.

Many peopl e who have not denonstrated on the streets al so want change.

Adi| has al so extended a special welconme to the young who have been at
the forefront of refornmasi.

Is this a pacifier of sorts? Surely, the youth who have risked |ife and
linb over several Saturdays fighting for |audable goals would feel cheated
by this new devel opnent.

Al'l that fire and now such a tepid conclusion. Like reluctant gladiators
teetering on the fringes of the arena.



O, are there pragmatic reasons why Adil has chosen to stay out of the
ring?

A political party would have to be governed by votes and this night sway
themfromtheir original calling.

A political party might also force themto conpete with other opposition
parties and this they cannot afford.

O, are they planning an indirect route to political change?

If this is their agenda, who will they direct their supporters to vote?
Pas? DAP?

If they support Pas, they stand to | ose non-Mislimsupport. If they
throw their wei ght behind DAP, they risk |osing Malay support.

This means that they nmust becone a direct agent of change. If they
really want to serve, they must conmt. Cearly.

This is only adil.

( END)
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