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Adj ust to changes, PMtells youths

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Shahrum Sayut h

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Prime M nister tonight called on youths to adjust
to changes brought about by the approaching new nmill enni umbut rem nded
themto carefully exam ne the ideol ogy behind globalisation before it was
too | ate.

Maki ng reference to the recent attacks on the currencies and the stock
mar ket s whi ch had i npoveri shed several Asian countries, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanad said if society did not exam ne fromnow the new
"religion" that was being foisted on the world, very soon it would be
forbidden to do so.

He sai d changes were not al ways good and unl ess society skilfully
evaluated them it mght regress instead of progressing.

"For nearly 100 years, a good part of the world accepted socialismand
conmuni smas the answer to the inequities in human society.

"I't wasn't easy to counter and discard a universally accepted ideol ogy.

"MIllions had to die and nillions nore suffered poverty and deprivation
because those with vested interest in the ideology did not allowcriticism
or contrary ideas to flower," Dr Mahathir said at the opening of the
Conmmonweal th Youth M nisters' Meeting at the Kuala Lunpur Hilton.

H s speech was read by Youth and Sports M nister Tan Sri Muihyi ddin
Yassi n.

Dr Mahat hir said gl obalisation, which had beconme a catchword and
f ashi onabl e to nouth, neant that countries and nation States had becone
passe.

"I'n the gl obalised world, global players will doninate. They will
determne the direction and the progress of the world. They will brush
asi de governnents, whether el ected or otherw se," he said.

This, Dr Mahathir said, was already happeni ng as governnments were now
bei ng di sciplined and even deposed by market forces - the name given to
those who controlled i nternational capital

"The cost in human misery is irrelevant. The inportant thing is that
mar ket forces as an el ement of gl obalisation, nmust not be obstructed.™

On the other hand, Dr Mahathir said globalisation could al so be good if
all the capital and technol ogy bel onged to the world and not to any
particul ar country.

"Then, all the profits and the royalties will accrue to every world
citizen. Unfortunately, the present interpretation of gl obalisation does
not accept this.”

Dr Mahathir said it could not be denied that recent attacks on a
nation's currency and the free novenent of vast suns of noney across
borders had resulted in nore than 20 mllion workers, executives and
prof essionals | osing their jobs.

“I'n countries too poor to have unenpl oynent benefits, that neans no
nmoney to buy food, nedicine or mlk for the children and eventually
cl othing and shelter."

Dr Mahathir al so said that history had proved that the societies which
were prepared to change and to adjust to changes were the npbst successf ul
ones, while the conservatives becone ossified.

"I'n the tussle between the conservatives and t he progressives, al nost
i nvari ably the progressives, the ones who accept and nmake use of changes,
wn. "

Dr Mahathir said as the new m |l enni um approached, the variety of



changes and the speed wi th which changes took place in every field had
i ncreased.

"Accepting and adj usting becone nore difficult and many will be
sidelined and | eft behind."

Dr Mahathir al so said devel opi ng countries which had the right formula
for achi eving econom ¢ devel opnent should share their winning formula with
everyone.

"W should share it with everyone for sharing is smart. It is smart
because the prosperity and success of one country benefits other
countries.”

(END)
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