19 FEB 1998
Mahat hi r - pr obl ens
ADM T PROBLEMS EXI ST AND TACKLE THEM SAYS MAHATHI R

KOTA Kl NABALU, Feb 19 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today said that Ml aysians and their | eaders shoul d have
the courage to adnmit that problens exist in order to overcone them
properly.

Only upon recognising a problemwould one learn to identify it and find
ways to resolve it and not by denying the problemever existed at all, he
sai d.

Probl ens or chall enges are there to be overcone, said the prine
mnister who is on a two-day visit to the state

"Sonme people would say if there are problens, |let them be, as they
woul d eventually go away. But this is not true. Problens will not
di sappear. It is us that will have to go eventually," he said when
l aunching a state think-tank, Indep or the Institute for Indigenous
Econonmic Progress and its Internet homepage here.

The institute was the brainchild of state Tourism and Environnent
M ni ster Tan Sri Bernard Donpok and former federal Justice M nister Datuk
Dr Janes Ongkili .

Dr Mahathir said the government and the people not only have to
acknow edge that problens existed but al so accept the prevailing reality in
order to tackle them properly.

The prime mnister particularly advised Sabahan Bum putera, who stil
| agged behind the other conmunities in comerce, to amend their ways of
expl oiting their resources.

"If we want to progress like the other conmmunities, we nust change our
way of doing things. W nust conbine snmallholdings into | arge estates and
manage themwell. In fact we can even set up an industry.

"But if we continue using fingers to plant padi, one at a time, we'll
be poor forever. So also is the case if we just spend half a day fishing,"
he said.

Oten, Dr Mahathir said, he heard grouses over Buni putera backwardness
but the Bum putera thenselves failed to realise that their way of doing
t hi ng woul d never make them weal thy or progressive.

In this context, organisations such as Indep could only help or
facilitate while success could only be determ ned by the Bum putera
t hensel ves, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Bum putera would have to continue seeking
know edge and be industrious and disciplined if they were to attain
progress as the other comunities or keep abreast with their already
advanced fel |l ow nen.

"Di sci pline here neans goi ng agai nst your natural inclinations, |ike
goi ng agai nst sl eeping. How can you be rich if you sleep?" he said.

Chances of success are greater if one could prevail over one's own bad
habits, he said.

"I hope there'll be a Bumiputera nental orientation because there nust
be reasons why the Bumi putera still |lag behind. There will be obstructions
but we can succeed,"” Dr Mhathir said.

More than 3,000 people attended the function.

Al so present were Sabah Chief Mnister Datuk Yong Teck Lee, State
Legi sl ati ve Assenbly Speakar Datuk Hassan Al ban Sandukong, federal Land and
Cooper ative Devel opment M nister Datuk and Mnister in the Prinme Mnister's
Department Dat uk Dr Chong Kah Kiat. -- BERNAVA
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