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“Adopt automation in industrial production'

Sumitha Martin

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Aut omat ed nodes of production which can replace

| abour -i ntensi ve processes nust be introduced now, particularly in the
manuf acturing and industrial sectors, to enable the country to reap
sust ai nabl e econom ¢ growt h.

The Ml aysi an | ndustry-Governnent G oup for H gh Technol ogy believes
that nowis the time for the Governnment to act in introducing such changes
i n production.

Expl ai ning his conviction in the nove for autonation, M GHT chi ef
executive Dr Ahned Tasir Lope Pihie said today:

"Now is the right tinme for conpanies and rel ated agencies to start
tal ki ng and i npl ementi ng these changes."

Ahrmred was speaking at a Press conference held at the Prine Mnister's
Departnment to announce the M GHT Consul tation di al ogue on May 26 at the
Pan Pacific Hotel in Kuala Lunpur.

He said the country's current econom c situation should not be an excuse
for postponing the nove.

"We shoul d nake full use of the current situation so that when the
econony recovers, we can ride on it," he added.

Sci ence Adviser to the Prime Mnister and M GHT joi nt chairman Tan Sri
Dr Orar Abdul Rahman, who chaired the Press conference, said the M GHT
Consul tation di al ogue had pl aced enphasi s on autonmation in production
because of the shortage of |abour experienced by various industries.

Omar said the change in production had al ready been introduced in sone
i ndustries, particularly the autonotive industry.

The idea of pronoting automation in industries was nooted early | ast
year when M GHT net with Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad for
its annual briefing.

Omar said that while machi nes woul d repl ace | abour-oriented nodes of
production, "know edge workers" would be trained to operate such machi nes.
The M GHT di al ogue hopes to address obstacles faced by industries when

adopti ng aut onati on.

Entitl ed Enhanci ng National Productivity through Automati on and
Roboti cs, the one-day dialogue is jointly organised by MCGHT and a host of
rel ated agenci es, notably, the Federation of Ml aysi an Manufacturers, the
Nati onal Productivity Centre and the Standards and | ndustrial Research
I nstitute of Mal aysi a.

Conpani es interested in participating in the dial ogue may contact Yazl
or Soza at 2945821/2945825 (fax) or e-mamil yazli @rinenet.com ny

Alternatively, enquiries can be directed to MGHT's website at
WWW. pri nenet.com ny
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