11/ 02/ 1998
Advi ce for wonmen pledging jewellery

Hi sham Har un

WOMVEN who want to pledge their jewellery for noney to nmake investnents can
seek Bank Islam s advice as it has the expertise and nmechanismto assess

t he val ue of the val uabl es.

International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said
that Bank |slam coul d perhaps al so draft a schenme to buy jewellery from
t hem

"I strongly advise any wonman intending to pledge or sell her jewellery
for cash, for the purpose of investing in shares, to go to Bank Islamfor
fair deals," Rafidah said at her office in Kuala Lunpur.

Rafi dah put forth this suggestion when she was asked to coment on how
t he Korean, Thai and | ndonesi an wonen were selling their jewellery to help
strengt hen their own econom es and how Mal aysi a wonen could help out in a
simlar way.

Prior tothis, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had al so
hinted that wormen in this country could do their bit to increase the
country's reserves if they so wished by selling off their excess jewellery
and keeping the noney in banks or investing it in the local share markets
or unit trusts.
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