16/ 02/ 1998
20 in aerospace council shortli st

Sabry Sharif; Adrian David

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The 20 nenbers of the National Aerospace Council, who
will be the brains behind the devel opnent of the rmulti-billion ringgit
aerospace i ndustry, have been shortli sted.

Menbership is expected to reflect the Smart partnership and synergy
bet ween governnment support and private sector initiative needed to
transformthe aerospace industry into a mgjor economc activity in the
next ml 1l ennium

I ndustry sources said the 20 names were canvassed from si x gover nnent
m ni stries and agenci es, and 24 |ocal aviation firnmns.

On the shortlist are Entrepreneur Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Mistapa
Mohamad, Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Defence M nister
Dat uk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar and Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Li ong Si k.

Senior civil servants are likely to be Econonic Planning Unit director-
general Tan Sri Ali Abul Hassan Sul ai man, Chief Secretary to the
Governnent Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli and Royal Mal aysian Air Force chief Lt
Jen Datuk Seri Ahmad Saruji Che Rose.

The aerospace industry is expected to be represented by Ml aysi a
Airlines chairman Tan Sri Tajudin Ram i and Aerospace | ndustries of
Mal aysi a chai rman Dat uk Ahmad Johan

An official with the Ml aysi an I ndustry-Government Group for High
Technol ogy, which is responsible for drawing up the list, would only say
that the line-up would be sent to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad f or approval

"W have put together key players fromthe public and private sectors

The |ist should be presented to the Prinme Mnister early next nonth,"
said the official

Each participant will carry his own know edge and experience of the
i ndustry, ranging fromthe regul atory process to business potenti al

The New Straits Tinmes has |l earnt that the secretaries-general of the
Def ence, Transport, Education, Entrepreneur Devel opnent, Human Resour ces,
and Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment Mnistries, and the directors-
general of the newy set-up Civil Aviation Authority and Ml aysi an Agency
for Space Admi nistration are also likely to be nom nated for menbershi p.

Representati ves of the maj or conponents of the aerospace industry -
general aviation, overhaul and servicing, aircraft conmponent manufacturing
and assenbly - are expected to be in the council

The NST understands that anong the top industry representatives are
senior officers of SME Technol ogy (the Governnent-backed aircraft
conponent manufacturing and assenbly firmbased in Sungai Bul oh,

Sel angor), Mal aysi an Hel i copter Services and Sabah Air.

Said an industry source, who is famliar with the sel ection process:
"The M GHT teamwants to have people who are in touch with the operations
of the industry to guide the growh of the sector."

M GHT is | ed by co-chairnen Tajudin and the Science Adviser to the Prine
M nister, Tan Sri Orar Abdul Rahman.

The council's first nmeeting is expected to be held here at the end of
this nonth. Dr Mahathir is expected to attend the inaugural session.

The council is expected to report to the Cabinet.

"Being small players, the council cannot survive on its own with
exi sting avenues. It needs to expand its scope progressively through



of fset programmes,” said an i ndustry source.

The council will be autononous through an initial government grant, and
be sel f-financing thereafter.

It will be entrusted with setting up the National Aerospace Wr ki ng
Conmittee, conprising menbers of the private and public sectors, which
will inplement the council's decisions.

The conmittee will be headed by a high-ranking figure fromthe private
or public sector and will have autonony in inplenenting the nationa
aer ospace bl ueprint.

The 45-point blueprint, launched by Dr Mahathir at the Langkaw
I nternational Maritime and Aerospace exhi bition in Decenber, will be nade
avail able to the public next nonth.

It consists of six key conponents which will formthe framework for the
aerospace industry.

The idea is to ensure that training and educati on programes are
undert aken soon, to groom enough i ndi genous professionals |ike engineers
and technicians by the year 2020.

I ndustry sources said M GHT prepared the blueprint using its own
resources with assistance frommajor foreign aerospace pl ayers.

Anong the salient features of the blueprint is the setting up of the
Nati onal Aerospace Co-ordi nati ng Body, which will function |like an
i ndependent conpany and headed by a chi ef executive officer.

This committee will co-ordinate all aerospace projects including
identifying and nurturing | ocal conpanies with the capacity to go into
manuf act uri ng of aerospace conponents and provision of aviation-related
servi ces.
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