25/ 09/ 1998

Aetna a pl ati num sponsor of Apec Busi ness Sunmit

AETNA International Inc of US became the fifth plati numsponsor to provide
sponsor ship worth US$200, 000 (RM760, 000) for the upcom ng Apec (Asia
Paci fi ¢ Econom ¢ Co-operation) Business Summt ' 98.

Wth the handi ng over of the sponsorhip cheque by Aetna Universa
I nsurance Bhd president Christopher S. Davies yesterday, the firmjoins
the ranks of Gol dman Sachs, CGeneral Mbdtors Corporation Bank, United Parce
Service (all fromthe US) and Tai wan- based Chi natrust Conmerci al

And on Sept 29, Bank of China will be signing an agreenent at the Apec
Busi ness Summit - which will be held between Nov 14 and 16 in Kual a
Lunpur. The summit is held in conjunction with the Apec Econoni c Leaders
Summi t.

The sponsorship package is divided into three categories, platinumwhich
is worth US$200, 000 (RWr60, 000); gold - worth US$50, 000 (RML90, 000); and
bronze - worth US$15, 000 (Rvb7, 000).

Ford Mbtor Conpany has signed up as a gold sponsor while Avon Products,
Enron International, Hew ett-Packard, |International Paper and Unoca
Corporation (all fromthe US) have signed up as bronze sponsors.

Davi es was speaking to reporters after the nock cheque cerenbny. Wth
hi mwere the co-chairman of the Apec Business Summrt Datuk Abdul | ah Mat
Zaid and another co-chair of the summit Dr Shafiq Sit Abdull ah.

Davi es said: "W have a long-termrelationship with Ml aysia and our
comm tnent towards the country is reflected in our actions to sponsor the
com ng Apec Business Summt."

"Aet na began operations in the country in 1987 and since has grown to
benefit not only the conpany but the econoni c devel opnent of Ml aysia and
its people,” he said.

The Apec Business Summit will see the attendance of various private
sector representatives providing econonic input to the Apec Leaders
Sunmit. Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad is expected to
deliver the keynote address. Ninety speakers have been slotted.

Bernama al so said Mal aysi an I ndustrial Devel opnment Authority will host
the Fourth Apec I nvestnment Synposiumin Kuala Lunpur on Sept 29 and 30.

The theme of the synmposiumorgani sed by Treasury Australia is "lnvesting
in Apec: The Changi ng Environnent."

M da is hosting the event on behalf of the Apec |Investnent Experts G oup
and t he Apec Busi ness Advi sory Council (Abac).

On Sept 29, Mnister of International Trade and Industry Datuk Seri
Rafi dah Aziz will deliver her keynote address at the synposiumafter
i ntroductory remarks by M da chairman Tan Sri Zai nal Abidin Sul ong.

Anong the panelists are Tan Sri Tajudin Ram i, chairman of Ml aysia
Airlines and Abac International, You Jong-keun, governor of North Cholla
Province, South Korea, WIlliamC. Haworth, chief executive officer of
Barents Goup LLC, United States, and Makoto Sakurai, president of
Research Centre for International Finance, Mtsui Mrine Research
Institute Co Ltd, Japan.

Chai rman of Apec | nvestnent Experts G oup and M da deputy director-
general Datuk J. Jagadeesan, wi |l nake the cl osing renmarks.
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