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Maal - round-up
AGONG AND DR MAHATHI R ATTEND MAAL HI JRAH GATHERI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, April 28 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Ja'afar and Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad attended the
nati onal -1 evel Maal H jrah cel ebration marking the Islamc new year at
Pusat |slam here today.

The cel ebration, held on a noderate scale to encourage prudence in the
current economc crisis, was attended by 1,300 Misli ns.

Al so present were Cabinet mnisters, nenbers of the diplomatic corps
and Department of |slam c Advancenent director-general Datuk Abdul Ham d
Zai nal Abi di n.

No Maal Hijrah awards were presented this year.

In PERLIS literary figure Nahmar Jam | was anong four recipients of the
Tokoh Maal Hijrah Award.

He and the others received the anard fromthe Raja of Perlis at a
cerenony in Kangar.

Nahmar, 60, or Na'man Rawi had been a witer of Islamc articles for
nore than 40 years.

The other recipients were the lecturer at the Institut Pengajian Tinggi
I slam Perlis, Ahmad Jusoh, 56, also known as Ahnad Li bya, assistant
adm nistrative director of the Yayasan IslamPerlis, Taib Hassan, 63 and
former nmenber of the Perlis Fatwa Council Ustaz Saad Ismail, 73.

Fi ve nosques received the "Best Msque" Award -- Msjid Rahnmani ah,

Kual a Perlis, Masjid Padang Mel angit, Masjid Sentua, Masjid Panggas and
Masjid Sungai Kor ok.

I n KELANTAN, the Sultan advised Muslins to be sincere and united.

A united Muslimcommunity woul d be able to overconme negative tendencies
and be in a position to resolve the econonic problens, he said at the M al
H jrah 1419 celebrations at the Masjid Ismail Petra in Kubang Kerian near
Kot a Bahar u.

The Raj a Perempuan of Kelantan and Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz
Ni k Mat were al so present.

Meanwhi | e noted | ocal book translator Datuk Yusoff Zaky Yaacob was
naned this year's Kel antan Tokoh Ma'al Hijrah.

I n SARAWAK, Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Ahmad Zai di Adruce Muhammaed Noor
joined 5,000 Muslins to celebrate the state-level Maal Hijrah marking the
I slam c new year at the Masjid Janek at Petra Jaya near Kuchi ng.

Al so present at the gathering were his wife Datuk Patinggi Toh Puan
Rosmi ati, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud and nuslim state cabinet
m ni sters.

In PERAK, Sultan Azl an Shah urged Muslins during the current period of
econom c turnoil to re-evaul ate thensel ves and recall their past doings.

He said Muslins should draw up strategi es and progranmes well to ensure
that their actions did not worsen the situation.

Each bad occurrence was the result of mstakes of Man itself, he said
at the state |level Maal Hijrah celebrations in Ipoh.

The Raj a Perempuan of Perak Tuanku Bai nun, the Raja Miuda, Raja DI Hilir
and Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib were al so present.

Haji Ml H sham Anang, 71, was naned the Perak Tokoh Maal Hijrah while
the Masjid As Shukriah, Felda Ijok was sel ected as the best nosque and
Per ak Hanj oong Cenent as the best factory.

Ml Hashimis the nmudir of the Madrasah |rsyaadi ah, Batu 26, Bagan
Dat oh.



In TERENGGANU, the Sultan urged the people to instill in thenselves the
spirit of struggle and be ready to nake sacrifices for their own well bei ng
and that of the community and nation.

The present economic downturn was a test from Al lah and hence the
peopl e shoul d spend wi sely, practise thrift and do nore savings and
i nvestnment, he said at the state level Maal Hjrah cel ebrations at the
Kol ej Ugama Sul tan Zai nal Abidin (Kusza) in Kuala Terengganu.

Present at the function were the Tengku Anpuan Besar, Yang Di Pertuan
Muda of Terengganu and Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mkht ar Ahmad.

Wan Mokht ar al so addressed the gathering.

In KEDAH, the Sultan urged Muslins to further strengthen their unity
and be prepared to face the problens and obstacles that m ght enmerge in the
new year particularly when the country was facing econom c probl ens.

In practising the Maal Hijrah spirit, any attitude which was not |ine
with Islam c teachings shoul d be discarded, he said when | aunchi ng the Maal
H jrah celebrations at Wsma Darul Aman in Alor Setar.

In SABAH, Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Sakaran Dandai |aunched the state
| evel Maal Hijrah celebrations at Wsma Majlis Agama |slam Sabah (MJS) in
Kot a Ki nabal u.

Chai rman of the cel ebrations organi sing conm ttee Datuk Pandi kar Am n
Mulia in his speech at the function urged Muslins to strengthen their unity
and hel p the government in its economc recovery efforts.

He hoped people woul d heed the government's advice and be thrifty.

In NEGERI SEMBI LAN, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhd Isa Adul Sanad said
Muslims must excel in all fields so that they would not be | eft behind now
and in the 21st century.

He said Muslins should free thenselves fromall forns of colonialism
because at present even though many Islamc countries were independent
still many nore were under the colonial yoke in several areas including the
economi ¢ sector.

Appropriate preparations should be made for the flight into the 21st
century, he said at the Ma'al Hjrah celebrations at the Pusat Dakwah
| sl am ah, Paroi .

At the function, the Regent of Negeri Senbilan Tunku Naqui yuddi n Tuanku
Jaaf ar handed over certificates, special robes, holy books and cash of
RVP, 000 to religious teacher Haji Ali Misa, 73, who was naned the Negeri
Senbi | an Tokoh Ma'al Hijrah.

In JOHOR, Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani OGthman urged Miuslins to unite
to ensure the wel |l being of the Ummh and the country which was facing a
difficult econom c situation.

To ensure econom c recovery, it was everyone's responsibility to be
thrifty, avoid wasteful expenditure and increase savings and investnment, he
said at the Maal Hijrah celebrations at the Konpleks Islamin Johor Baharu
CGty.

Chai rman of the Snmall hol ders Associ ation of Mal aysi a Dat uk Ahmad
Arshad, 77, was naned the Johor Tokoh Ma'al Hijrah 1418.
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