27 APR 1998

AGONG ATTENDS PRAYERS | N CONJUNCTI ON W TH MAAL HI JRAH

KUALA LUMPUR, April 27 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong, Tuanku
Ja' afar, tonight attended prayers at the National Msque here in
conjunction with Maal Hijrah, the Islam c new year.

Al so present were Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad and his
wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Mnister in the Prine Mnister's
Departnment Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid O hman and Departnent of Islamc
Advancenent director-general Datuk Abdul Ham d Zai nal Abidin.

Muslimofficials fromforeign diplomatic m ssions al so attended the
prayers.

The cerenony began with the reading of the end-of-the-year prayer
before Maghrib, and later the start-of-the-year prayer. It ended with
tahlil, the reciting of religious verses.
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