17 NOV 1998

AGONG CONGRATULATES OVAN

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 17 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Ja' afar today congratul ated Sultan Qaboos bin Said of QOran on the occasion
of the sultanate's national day.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad al so sent a sinilar
congratul atory nmessage to Sultan Qaboos, who is also Oman's head of
government, the Foreign Mnistry said in a statenent.

Dr Mahat hir expressed hope that the cl ose bond of friendship and
cooperati on between the two countries would be further enhanced and
consol i dated for nutual benefits.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Badawi al so sent a simlar nmessage
to his counterpart Orani counterpart Yousof bin Alwi bin Abdull ah.
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