13 JUL 1998

AGONG, MAHATHI R CONGRATULATE FRANCE ON NATI ONAL DAY

KUALA LUMPUR, July 13 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Ja' afar and Raj a Permai suri Agong Tuanku Naji hah have congrat ul at ed
Presi dent Jacques Chirac on the occasion of France's National Day today.

"We al so wi sh to extend our sincere good wi shes for your good health
and happiness," their majesties noted in their congratul atory nessage, the
Foreign Mnistry said in a statenent.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, in a siml|ar nmessage to
his French counterpart Lionel Jospin, said he was pleased with the grow ng
cooperative rel ati ons between Mal aysi a and France.

"It is particularly noteworthy that the close relationship is
i ncreasingly being driven by the excell ent cooperation at both the public
and private sector levels."

"I hope to work together with you to further strengthen the cl ose and
cordial ties between Mal aysia and the Republic of France," said Dr
Mahat hi r.

In a simlar nessage to his French counterpart Hubert Vedrine, Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi said the excellent relations and
cooperation between the two countries continued to show nuch positive
dynam smand vi brance
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