22 DEC 1998
Agong- Message
AGONG SENDS Bl RTHDAY GREETI NGS TO EMPERCOR AKI HI TO

KUALA LUVMPUR, Dec 22 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Ja' afar has sent a congratul atory nmessage to Enperor Aki hito of Japan for
hi s 65th birthday tonorrow

He al so conveyed Mal aysia's best wi shes for the enperor's good heal th.

In a statenment rel eased through Wsnma Putra here today, Tuanku Ja'afar
sai d Mal aysi a was confident that Japan will continue to enjoy enduring
peace, stability and prosperity, and that rel ati ons between both countries
will continue to be strengthened.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, in a simlar nessage to
his counterpart Keizo Cbuchi, said he was confident Japan will surnount al
economc difficulties and continue its path of prosperity and progress
under the benevol ent reign of his ngjesty.

"l am pl eased that under the reign of Enperor Akihito, there has been
significant increase in the exchange of visits between the | eaders and
peopl es of both countries.

"These have strengthened our friendshi p and cooperati on which augurs
well for the future relationship of our two countries," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia valued its friendship with Japan and hoped
that both governments will continue to work closely together to strengthen
the existing close ties.

He said it was a pleasure to neet Cbuchi at the recent Asean sumit in
Hanoi and | ooked forward to a fruitful working relationship with the
Japanese premier in the com ng years.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi al so sent a simlar
message to his counterpart Masahi ko Kounur a.
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